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Preface

The Aleppo Archive

Aleppo’s urban history dates bacdk morne than five urbian troasures, o ovenyone outside Aleppo and Syria,

thousand years 1o the third milknnia B.C. The Citadel prrondcding comprehensive inkonmation on selected

ancd mary other significant architectural remains from examphes of the urban and built history of A city that H\.{
Anticpue and Istamic periooks give rich cullural, historical has boen confinucusty nhabiled for mone then 4000 ?c'-:i‘;i'v* '
and archilectural importance o Aleppa’s Old City, years, In adddition to that, the msulls of & long s;r;-lmiing(“j"-,

To consonve this imvaluable bontage, a legacy long commilment of the assocation of the *Frionds g.lli:?:;r

Ihreatened by the harsh lranstomalions of the 200 Okt City of Aleppo® and 1he fruitiul and essermial”)

century the Urban Historical Archive and Documentation  collaboration with the local and G:_ fb%uﬂl‘:ars in
Center for Aleppo (UHADCA) was iniated. To preserve  Aleppo will be portrayed. Fi “;.:’133}: shall rot

the city's heritage for future generations the *Deutsche only be a documantation erarchive and its contents
Gesellschaft fir Intemationale Zusammenarbeit® (GIZ) but it will aiso be ?fgiﬁlrfibmnn to ensure and maintain
and the association “Friends of the Oid City of Aleppa” continuity of T{fé‘tneu'mdslip between Syrian and German
are very proud to present a publication documenting people.-The colidboration work in the UHADCA shows
the urban history of the city launching the UHADCA. fas@,gﬁfan‘:‘plary initiative how to stay engaged with the
The book at hand describes the setup, coliection and__+.. pedple and following up on the work, The book can be
activitizs of the UHADCA. It was cammied out during— J " used as a reference for potential future project phases
the period from 2008 to 2011, within the frarme ohlse and imohement as well as a reference for other future
Sustaimable Urban Development Prograsfime(UDR) in urban archives, Hence, in meny rogards, the: book
Syria and is considered a ﬂxxxmﬁfl.iw ol inter- airms 1o fonm a bridge belween history and the present,

institutional collaboration H:H?'{]rlllpilhnlt wilhin the as theme is no future without the past,
Syrian-Genman eacy ]Fﬂ"h{ \ v
Diverse rEAsOns: mifivated the editors 1o engage in this Franziska [ave / Anelle Ganglor

book. First o ally inorder to present the urban archiva's
afllort gnq work resulls 1o a broader audience.
. tPrﬁchﬁJTﬁ Ihe archive’s cadastral maps collection
{ﬁ’_,mﬁ a unigue urban pattern and developrment of
F-»{?x this ancient city. These plans along with histonc and
L, recent photographs, master plans and texts and histonc
\ descriptions compiied and presented by local and
international authors guarantes an intriguing insight for
a broader spectrum of interested readers, As a resuft,
cadastral maps will be the central nlerence of the
documentation of the city's development and historic
transformation. Consacuenty this book is a good
apportunity to present the archive, and thus Aleppa's
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The Syrian German
Development
Cooperation in Aleppo

The Urban Development Program

The kernel of German Suppaort 1o urban development

in Syria goes back to 1994, when the City of sleppo

and the “Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale O\
Zusammenarbel” (g} have started a cooperation

project for rehabilitating the Qid City of M—:'ppoi-‘“\ 2
The Project has supported the devel financing
and the implementation of a comprefensive package of
urban conservation and develo Hintersentions,

This inteqrated and h Fees improwed the
inhabitants' qualty,6F fe a5 increased the opportuities
for local uc.. EH:%"[}IU{J[IEHI; and has strongthened
the: cul u ity of the old city. In addition the Project

a by rode iny stimulating and strengthening the
Jdllurm[ the: Oied City’s residlents in the rehebilitation

} process, as well as in developing the local commumnily,

The inflial phase of the Rehabilitation Project (1994-2007)
has slarted with a sociceconomic survey reflacting the
needs and prionties of the Okl City's residents; in view
of that a Development Plan for the Cld City was first
accomplished. Subsequenthy, works focusad onurbian
planning and improvement of public open spaces,
upgrading technical infrastructure, preservation and
reuse of historical monuments, traffic management,
housing fund, community development, as well as
awareness and participation. It has also supported local
economic development, cultural and toursm promoticn
as woll as capacity building and managermoent uparading,
The renewal andfor replacement of water and sewerage
nebworks has been accomplished in mone than 75% of
the Ched Cily ancd the impleamentation of the Iraffic concept
has started nmay amas, Inaddition, many proects eiabed
1o upgrading pubdic spaces have been implkementod,

d\
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The Rebabilitation Project is a successhul pilat for using
miodem managemsant tools and data analysis, such as
the Geographical Information System (GIS) 1o manage
and monitor the rehabilitation process, Moreover, fools

applied and experences gained throughout ten yvears of
rehakilitation have been documented in 2005 in a “toclidt’

at hand to serve other cities dealing with urban hertage
preservation in comparabile contexts. This extenshve
document is addressed 1o municipal decision-makers
and urhan development professionals, as well as to
universities and other institutions.

Basad on the successiul expencnce of |Jrh=l
of e Old City of Aleppo, the Syrian K
Administralion (MLA) has requ GIZ-UDP 1o
support the MLA as % eloprment al the
national level and the %ﬂmﬂe ol Damascus by
initiating a prom \abiitation of the Old City
af D ion, folloving the emenging nesd
o lenpas encountening the city of Aleppo
of rapid exgransion and population growth, the

has axtended its activilies as regards the Project
for the Rehabilitation of the Old City of Aleppo to cover
a broader scope of urban developrment in Aleppo and
Damascus through the Program for Sustainable Urban
Development (LUDF) (2007-2011). The UDP intends 1o
promote capacities for sustairable orban meanagement
and development at both the national and municipal
b, It was composed of three components, Lo,
Mational Urban Development Policy and City Networks,
the: Rehabilitation of Damascus Ol City and the
Integrated Urban Managemenl in Aleppo.

The naticnal component aimed al foslering suslainable
urban development by provice suppart for enhancing
local reform proposals on urban devsloprment and
land management regulations, promotes spreading
knowledoe and awareness aboul Syran, regional and
intermational urban issues, as well as assisting the MLA
in the preparation of a baseline study on the status,
development, vision and riorities of selected cities,



igta A ELalERl ANyl B 5l01 Zhad b w2lld ) SEL)
Gl A & sl e e sl g gl i S 230 s
Obladi Jalisde] 3 48 adl 5l b b sasliaad] daal
sanll asanalll s 33 sall 481 e o G5 A aa Al jenll
Al SR G s A sile |y ddadl dpdiad i Ll
LTCE ENRECA JOPY{ JIOW b PRIERN PLT UES TR - Y (8
ot AT Gl A Saled) i e e
el 53 e (G 6T phifian (85 o Bine Lpaid Dl Sl auin gy
S e B 3 ey U..LJLM&M;M*}# Caadl
B pudn y A1 EMN 53Rl gy sl gedl e 330
Gilse o o ol () Bl 8 ] Aun 3l
L L2y &8 il

A G fla i ok A Gl e sl Y e 1
a5 Sk o punit 3 ke il S 5 1 3he0 Aa
ot el e A el s R B g B Rl 0 el
sl Sa analt Jaall ke | il Fad) aal cilad Aapilt 33a
‘r'ﬁﬂﬂ ;;J]-iﬁuﬁ 5....15]1 i ;1.").:'“ l’iQU'M Bam g el y
ol e 38t o 0 e e G5 gl Riped 350
il y el Adaad S 3000 2 ) pdls Sl i) S we o
AN G A By ol SN bl Gpand Slaa I
dad¥ g sl L) A ARG wnl Al a g
shied W EHal oddal 8 22 Lhd (RAL dle (ga

The rehabilitation of Damascus Oid City incorporated
economic, socid, cultural and emaronmental issues
pursuing an integrated approach to the wrban regeneration
process. It offer financial and technical rehabilitation
sendces 1o the Old City's resicents, intiate Public Privale
Parinerships (PPS) to rehabilitate and manage selected
khans, upgrace open spaces and renovate salected
putilic: fourtains (sabils). develop an inteqgrated strategy
for renevable energies and energy efficiency, as well as
enhance the institutional capacities of the Diractorate of
the Cid City.

The Integrated Urban Mansgameanl in Ahnm 5/
kokds, firsl to furhor support The Directorato,

of Aleppo o assisl in consolidaling mmhng
e accumulaled knowladge i n rehabilitation,
urban design, local e i pment, restrocturing

v as well as promating
aclivitios; second lo elaborate a

haptll Al b LA sl Jald sl diﬁu d“ﬁa@ d implementation stralegy for Informal Setliements,
A
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In Damascus, rsults weara mainky the memarandum on
Sustainable Urban Development in Syria and Urban
Syria Newsletter, In Cld Damaseus, the main achievements
were the ereation of Consultancy Unit in the Directorate
of Old Damescus to offer tochinical advise and financial
agreement to support residents of the Cld City with
redebiltation means, assessment and recommendations
kor improsverment solic wasle mansgement, the preparation
of rehatditation plans, e elaboration of an Enargy
Strategy for the Oid Cily and the eflaboralion of an cpen
SPAECE CONCept.

In Aleppo, the main cutcomes are the elaboration of an
urban design and tender documeants for a vast central
putilic space facing Bab Artakia, he production of
tourist map for the Oid City of Aleppo and its accompanied

@\?l
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monuments' indication signs, the elaboration of a Rapid
Prafiles of all Inkormal Settlements in Aleppo,

Moreover, the Directorate of Aleppo Old City, the LDP
and the German Association of the Friends of the Old
City of Aleppao in Shuttgart, have jointty developed and
implemented the concapt of an Utban Historic Archive
and Documentation Center {UHADCA) 1o preserve the
city's rich historical legacy and offer a place to protect it
and viewing it. In addition to the archive basic funclion,
it aims at hosting interested visitors and researchers
and seres as a platform for learming and discussi
aboul Aleppo's culture and haritaga, In S0
the archive has organize an exibif D@mm
School, using cadasiral maps “?rmlographs.
The exhibition was opene ajptblic 1o explors tha
hislonc transformalion.of 1ha old cily and its sociaty,

as raflected in plans and photographs of

the city, @h the scientific contributions of
histari a:%?eamrs. and architects of the city.

ks go to the Archive team wha has invested
icderable time and effort o make he exhibition a
SLICCESS,

\;\l\

At the end, |would like t0 acknowledge the diligent work
af all experts and team leaders that directed the Projects
for the Rehabilitation of the Old City of Aleppo and the
Old City of Damascus as wel as the Urban Development
Program. Thedr compolence, compassion and affection
have made the littke seed of urban development grow
andd flounsh throughoul the years.

Karnal Bilar

11
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03 Photo from Archive Poche-Marrache, beginning of 20™ century
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Private Archives in Aleppo

A first archive in Aleppo has been created on the base
of an iniliative of crientalists and historans from the
University of Tlbingen in a former Ontoman Khan

{Khan Nahassine) in the souq of the Cld Gity in direct
neighborhood from the Shibani Schocl. This archive
was about The private archives of two Levanting trading
farmilies. Beyond their foundation initatives the WW\-
Foundation has supported the project "Sicherung

und Auswertung von Firmenarchiven des 18, bis 20,
Jahrhunderts in Aleppo” with a grant of 2,5 million DM~
to the Oriental Seminar - University of Tabingen

{Praf. Dr. Heinz Gaube and Dr. Ridiger Klaing,

Under the leadership of the historian D Bidiger Kiein,
more than a half milion documents.of 1he business
comaspondence of two Aleppian, trading families have
been putted in order, ksted.ant evaluated by junior
scientists. To maka it public for further scientific uses

all docureits have been microfimed. The professional
attendanca was guaranteed by the Landesarchivdirektion
Baden*Wortternberg in Stuttgan. The original docurments
have been professionally archived and evaluated on two
sites for research, in Aleppo and Tibingen. The microfilms
are available for other scientific users.

The aim of project should be also an order on private
collectors in the region to make their whtten and unliteral
records available and to start the creation of an archive
for the economic history of the Mear East. For example
from the photos of Albert Poche (1842-1829) a beautiful
publication about Aleppo «Les photos de mon gran-péres
was produced in 2006 by Jenny Marache. The project
of the University of Tlbingen was a pilat project for the
constilution of an urban archive in Aleppo with priorities
in planning and building history as well as urban
development.

Anatte Gangler
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The Friends of the Old City of Aleppo Society

The historic fabric of the esidential quarters of the Okd
City of Aleppo consists of about 16,000 buikdings, mainhy
introvertod courtyard houses, which am connected togother
o more han 350 ha This unigque histonc urban struclure
i in danger. To prosorve Ihe whalke old ciby, in 1986 it was
lisled as aworld cullural herilage sile by UNESCO and il
was also Ihe obieclive for the longslanding commitment
of the Association of the Friends of the Ol City of
Aleppo, which was founded in 1980, A first su [
1993 showed that many houses, which were inl

by families with low income, have been j (ﬁém
condition, Bacause most of the | i gra not able

o restore their buildings on "‘E restaration of
these traditional houses was supported by means of the
sockiety to improve I ions of the inhabitants

and to contr to rehabilitation of the Oid City
of Aleppo: Tl : re within the scope of the efforts to
pres ld City of Aleppo a "Housing Fund” was
help the inhabitants of endangered houses
Apply for financial support. As cxplained in detail in
{he chapler “Residential Buiklings®, the fund is financed
by the City of Aleppo, the German agency GIZ and by
membership foos as woll as donations of he Frionds
of he Okl Cily of Aleppo Associalion. To encourage
the inhabitants’ awarenaess for the cultural value of ther
towen, the commitment of the socikety also consists of the
foundation of an urban archive in the center of the old city,
which is accessible to the public. In a politically sensitive
petiod in Syria, an urban archive project should contribute
1o preserve the written and drawn history as part of the
cuttural heritage. With a publication on the exdibition, the
project's efforts and work results should be presented
to a broader local, national and intermnational audisnce.
In particular the archive's cadastral maps collection,
photographs and histonc doscrptions portray o unicuo
urban patlemn and transformation of this ancient city into
the city's fulum development.

Anefte Gangler
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Freunde der Altstadt von Aleppo e.V.

Aleppo zahit mit iheer 5000-jahrigen Geschichte zu einer
der dtesten Handetsstddte des Nahen Ostens,

Uber 16.000 Einesigebiucs, meist introvertierte Hofhiuser,
fiigen sch zu den van Sackosssen erschlossenen
charakloristischen Quartiorsirukluren, die dic Altstacit
von Aleppo intra muos und deren milledalledichen Yorore
exira muros aul Gber 350 ha bilden, Diese historische
Altstadt, im Zentrum siner Zwei-Milionen-Metropole,

ist mit ihnen 100,000 Einwohnern jedoch gefahroet.

Wi viele histonische Altstadte ist auch Aleppo in

den etzten Jahrzehren won grossen sozialen und
Gkonomischen Verdnderungen beatroffen, die sich

auf die Struktur der Altstact auswirken, Bereils Anfang
des rwanzigsten Jahrhunderts haben viele reiche
Familien iz Altstadt verlassan und manche Teile der
Wohngebiete sind von Entwilkerung und Verfal bedrobt.
Ein Grosslel der traditionellen Wohnguartione ist

jedoch von armenen BevBlkerungsschichiten bewohnt,
was leiweise zu hdherer Verdichtung fUhrt, und die
historische Bausubstane durch informelie Ume- untd
Anbauten rerston. Uim die aeingganioe his
Sladistruktur zu erhatten, wurde d
1986 als Wellkul hurerbe in dioylis

sich e Eﬁwar‘Q
i 1

umiassence Bestandsaumahme im Jahr

5 hutturellen Erbes der Altstact

ezaigt hat, befinden sich viele Gebaude in

eeinem sehr schiechten Bauzustand, Da die Bewohner

edoch nicht inder Lage sind, ihre Hauser aus eigenen
Mitteln Instand zu halten, wurde (ber viele Jahre die
Sanierung tracilioneder Wohnhduser mit Mitleln des
Vereins urterstitzt, um die Lebensbedingungen ihrer
Bewohner zu verbessern und zur Erhaliung der Altstac
won Aleppo beizutragen. Ein Housing Fund® wurde
eingerichlet, der es den Bewohnern von gefdhrdeten
Hausern ermdglichte, finseiclie Hille 2u beantapen.

O

Wie im Kapitel  Residential Buildings® nédher edéutert,
wurde diesar Housing Fund” gemeinsaim von der
Stactt Aleppo, dor GIZ und mit Beitrégen vom Versin
der Freundes der Altstadt von Aleppa® gelragen,

Um das Bowusstsein dor Bowohner e den kulturollon
Warl threr Slac #u slarken, selel sich der Verain aber
auch Iar den Aulbau eines Ghientich zuganglichen
Stacttarchivs im Zentrurn der Altstadt ein,

In einer poliisch schwierigen Zeit in Syrien soll eip
Stadtarchiv dazu ermutigan, sich lir die Erha
geschriebenen und gezeichneten urbang
als Teil des kulturellen Erbes einz

ionalen Offentlichkeit
n. Hier sollen auch histonsche
sich im Privatbesitz befinden oder
erschiedlichsten Instifutionen offmals mur

mwer auffindbar sind, for die Zukunft erhallen werden.
Einer dher wichligen Inhalte ist dabel, die sticdtehaulichs
Entwicklung der Sladt Aleppo darzustallen, aul der
Grunddiage von hislorischen Kalasterplanen, Folos
und boschreibenden Taxlon. Mil der Dokumentaticon
der beslehenden Sladisiruklur und der hislorischen
Monumeante aul Grundlage der detailierten Katasterplana
von 1928, wird die Vergangenheit der Stach deutlich und
cer Blick auf die Gegenwart und il dis Zukunft gescharit,

Aneffe Gangler
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The Gity of Aleppo

Aleppa is the Brgaest city in Syria and the capital of Alsppo
Governorate. Localed in the north of Syria it is the most

populous Syrian govemnorate with a population of about

2,301,570 (2005 official estimate), expanding to aver

2,5 milkon in the metropoltan Area. It is also one of the

largest cities in the Levant.

For centuries, Aleppo was Greater Syria's largest city ‘{
and the Ottoman Empire’s third, after Constantinople v\{\/
Although relatively close to Damascus in dis

Aleppo is distinct in identity, archite 3,
all shaged by 8 markodly differon @w geogrEphy.
The cily dlates back to 1Iug¢® nnium BC and plays
& impordant e as & famols trade center along the silk
road, The Oid is cominaled by the Cilade
andl part @1 the medieval walls,

orical Archive and Documentation Center
o (UHADCA) is located in the the centre of the
City near the Grand Mosgue in the Shibani comiplex,
a former Franciscan corvent which was restoned within
the frame of the Syrian-German cooperation,

The rehabiitation of the bullding ensured an appropriate
and ideal space for the sateguarding of historic records in
the heart of Aleppo’s Old City. The aim was to establish
a modern and centrally located faciity that allows
resedrchers, citizens and visitors 10 access & variety of
inkormation reganiing the complex history of the city
The Shibani buiding is presanthy used as a contor for
social and cultural activities as wel as for offioos and
vacational training actvilies, housing the Goethe Instilute,
thiz Aga Khan's Center for Cullurd Services, the UHADCA,
along with a Iraining coenter for leal oconomic
clevelopment &and art exhibitions,

Analle Ganglor
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Archive

Location and Work

The Urban Historic Archive and Decurmentation Center
ol Aleppo was lounded in 2008, as pad of the Urban
Development Proogram (UDE). I is a subsaction of he \-\i\/
Directorate of Ihe Old City of Aleppo (DOC). A fine
examphe of Gormman-Syrian cooperalion, ||I.1
recewvad much support from the ‘gle’
the Associalion of the “Frands of t@e
in Stullgart, and the DOC alj ]
create a place that po's hertage and to
rake it amassi: %;public The archive supports
old city by collecting old planning
in section focuses on maps, photos
s regardng Aleppo's architectural histony,
iticer, the archive ensures the presenation of the
ald city's culture, ts urban life saction is concerned with
Aleppo's rich cultural heritage. Amongst others, texdiles,
music, and medical manuscrpts are collected here.
The archive's staff consists of & team of five Syrian and
German experts. Their backogrounds ane in engineerdng,
archecology, architociuns, and histony, At the: moment,
the team is focusing on the collaclion, storage, rmpair,
and display of ok documents.
They regisler cadasiral plans, and kaise with slakeholdears
as well as he public. Future activilies will ingclucde
the establishrment of a restoration workshop for old
manuscripts, Citizens will then be able to et their old
documents be treated by experts at the archive. While
the municipality contributes old cadastral maps and
ather documents, the archive also seeks cooperation
with other pubiliic and private inslitutions, as well as the
city's inhabitants, It invites citizens to share documents,
recordings and textiles that ane in the passession of their
families, in order to make them accessible to the public.
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As old documents and texdiles are often treasured family
harlooms, the archive is concerned 10 reassura citizens
that their possessions will be handled with the greatest
care. The archive offers the service of docurmenting
items through photography and microfilming in peoples’
homes, or in its own studio. Copies may then be accessed
at the archive’s reading room. In the long run, the archive
wants to function as a documentation centre for the old
city's histony, It will launch further exhibitions on vanous
aspects of Aleppo's past, Citizens, students, visitors,
and researchers are invited to use the archive's records
aned workspaos in omder to obtain knowlkedge of the

c:?'\*\d

and its history, O%
The Urban Historical Archive and ion Cenler
presantly consists of three :
* (Galhering all relevant and av. le clala about 1he
city's developn f [}
* Preserving .Eﬁﬂng this historic data
appro ﬁﬁd far keng tenm consenvation,
* M accessible for future research and

tion with the help of a database.

C)C:Jeran Development and Architecture Section” is the

20

archive's main section. It focuses on various sciantific
and technical workes, documentation and docurments
oin the architectural and urban history of Aleppo.

The “Urban Life Saction” ilustrates Aleppo's rch

and intangible heritage, which is represented by the
sociooconomic, poliical, ethnic, reigious and
philasophical values of human activity, This diision
covers different subjects such as music, textiles, arls,
edez. A tesclile archive was established in collaboration
with CIN anc] Universily ol Halle in 2004,

Kinlaha Krayeern
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Urban Life Textile Archive

The urban life section includes among other subjects

a todile archive that ansyses, mstores and digitally

documents traditional tesctiles. For centunies, Aleppo’s

economy was based on lextile production and trade. In

fearmer limes, Aloppo was siluatod al the crossmacds of

a nedwork of trade rmoutes, The Silk Road's north-south _4

avis connactod southarm Arabia with the Russian stoppos ‘-'\‘i\"

and ils easl-wasl ads linked China wilh India, Persia au@x,_

Mesopolamia as well as the urban centres of Eu%

With the Arab conquests and the spreacd Qﬁp he

Tihand 87 centuries, Aleppo establi fasa

major trading hub = conduct s with both the

hediterranean and the the sast. Along with

trache, teodile produstion was a mainstay of Aleppo's
*:éh e 111 century onwands.

culteated silks. Teodile products included: brocades,
fat-wonven kelims, nugs; siken ikats as well as otbor
incigo-oyexd, block-printed and embroidered Ebrcs o
fetibes, In the 1550 and 160 centuries, foxdiles produced
in Aloppo worn sold &l over The Qlloman Empire and
bexrorwd. By the second hall of the 180 cenlury, Aleppo
had bocome the most important esdile-procucing city
in Syria. In 1910, observers counled 1:30) inckgo-chyeing
wirkshops anc 10,000 waaving looms. After Workd War
Il, Syrian enlrepreneurs slarled o modemize the lexlile
sector - production and trade were flourshing. At the
same time, however, the making of traditicnal tediles
declined. One factor, amongst many others, was that
the local population had by that time largely adopted
Western clothing patterns. Today the knowledoe of
trachitional technigues is vanishing. The archive supports
current efforts to revive thesea traditions, which are
fundamental to Aleppo's cultural hentane and identity,

Thornas Pritzkal
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Condition of Original Data

The aldest detailed descriptions of Aleppo appesar inthe
wrilings of the medioval Araby travelors Al-Mudgadassi
and [bn Shaddad. In the early modern period, vivid
Eurcpoan accounls bogan 1o emeone, such as that
aiven by A Bussall in 1784, These foregn visilors were
the firsl o provice detailed ilstrations of the Gity, Marny
of these pictures depict a skyline with a citadel at its
centra. Documents pertaining to urban development
began to appear in the Otloman period. In 17

C. Miehbuhr - & German explonsr ard <
drew tha first real map of the city, | nch
consul J.L. Rousseau ﬁnisrﬂd\tﬁe pographic
map: the «Plan de la ville o et de 865 ermironse.
Thessa maps weare seweral others, and
oftentimes theyviere thé product of joint Ottoman-
French itn. In 1934, a French team led by
comphetad the cadastral meap: Vilke d'Alep.
mera]' {1:5000. It includes 201 individual plans

%
o

% :200-1:2000) that are still in use today, Inthe 15308,

R. Danger and M. Boochard drafted the first master
plans of the city. From 1952 1o 1954, A, Gutton -

a French planner and architect — redesigoed (he orban
cenire ol Aleppo. He chasned and anakysed the fow
af traffic, eventually creating the bwo ring roads. it was
not until the 19708, hisvever, that planning documents
began to focus on the presenation of the Old City.
Documents can be found at the archives of churches
and the Awagal, as well as in private collections. Most

of the data, however, is dermed from the municipality

af Aleppa. The collection process can be challenging,
because staff at the public institutions ame often unawane
of the value of historical documents, Malterial that is

ot fit for immediate use is often disposad of, or stored
inappropriately. Plans are rolled or folded, kept in humid
and dusty storage rooms, or exposed to sunlight, The
suffer from rugtures, hurmidity stains, and discoloration
These documents are cleaned carefully and stored in
special cupboards. Fremeiske § aie
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Original Cadastral Maps

The first cadastral maps of Aleppo were made during
the French mencate. The detalled registration of the
ton provided necessany information for mare efficient
texation. From 1926 fo 1928 a sunvey documentation and
clrawing mission bed by C. Duralourd was conductod 1o
creale delaied cadasiral plans. Thasa onginals am now
in France. They wore drawn on Iransparnt drawing flm.

The mission produced 201 cadasiral maps, 75x 106 om ”

in size each, They cover the teritory of 1920s Aleppo, |
including 30,000 plots. 133 plans show the-Gityintra
murcs, 58 the areas extra muros. The termitory of
Aleppo's Old City was divided into 12.sections or
scirconscriptions fonciérass = named V=Xl f2.g. V1
includes Jdeideh, V| the central souk area and the
citadel). The temitary oliside the Old City borders

is depicted in plahs 1V (e.. Jamiliveh ), Azziziveh,
Souleymianiveh (I, V). The central city and the suburbs
& represented in a scale of 1:500 on 105 plars.

\ Contral parts of the souk ane represented in 12 very

dedailed plans in a scake of 1:200; tha citadel and
another 56 plans are drawn in scalke 11000,

Today, Whesa maps ane still used by Iha administration.
Espocialy the land registry office usas them for the
clefinition and redofinition of property bourdarios.
They provicle the base dala for new maps and urban
planning astivilies. In acklition, all dgital data such as
'GIS' and AuloCAD” refar 1o tha French plans.

The UHADCA has so far found 575 cadastral maps in
the DOC:332 plans in scale 1:500, 148 plans in scale
1:200, 38 plans in scalke 1:1000, 45 plans 1:2000,

§ plare 1:5000. They are made of cardboard, paper,
and blue print. Al grcumscriplions ane available except
for IV, Howewver, the plans of the Old City (VI-X1l) are
complete, 57 plans are colored on carton.
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e O pattern of alleys in the Old City, which portray changing
) $ relations amongst the families ving there.
\/., Their preservation is therefore essential for the
P\ documentation of Aleppo’s past.

Esther Sahle
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in the regicn, It was once an important commercial
huity; it linked the Orient to the Occident. Many trade
routes passed through, including the famous Silk Road.
Traditional crafts, thriving businesses, lively bazaars,
tranquil residential neighbourhoods, diverse sites of
worship and, of course, the Citadel, all bear witness to
2000 years of history, What is more, this urban diversity
is reflected in the layout and archilecture of Aleppo.

In 1986, and in recognition of this diversity, Aleppo was
rmade a UNESCO world heritage site.

According to written sources found in Mar and Alalakh,
the city now known as Aleppo was once Ihe capital of
the ancient kingdom of Yamikhad,

Excavations in and around the Citadel have revealed an
ancient temple from this period.

Between 301 and 286 BC, Seleucus | Micator founded
the Hellenic city of Beroea, to the west of where the
citadel currently stands. The regular grids and streets,
as well as the city'’s axds, which leads from east to west,
later transformed into colonnades under the Romans,



22 Progpect of Aleppo by Anded Drurmmond, 1747
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and then into the souk area d
are still recognisable in

Muslim conguest of

rous public baths (hammam) have been built, as
well as the Hospital Bimaristan Muri. In the 13t century,
the Mongols invaded and destroved Aleppo.

The Mamiuks rebuilt the city in 1428, At that time, the
city centre expanded eastwards. Parts of the western
and southern city wall, including the gates Bab Antakya
and Bab Qinnasrin, sunive today,. Aleppo then
enpanenced a pariod of renewead economic growth,
continuing after the Ottoman conguest of 1516,

Menw trade routes developed as the empire openead itself
up o the west, New caravanserais were constructed,

in order to stock goods and accommodate merchants,
such as Khan Al-Wazir, Khan Al-Sabun, and Khan Al-
Gumnuk, The cadastral maps of 1928/32 show traces
of the city'’s urban development. Simultaneously,

they bear witnass to the rapid transformations which
the different quarters of the city have undergone.

They refliect Aleppo’s long and eventful history, Thensfors,
it is vital that they are presered by the UHADCA,

Anette Gandgler
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Aerial Photography

Thex archive: possesses a varnety of asrial photographs,
micst of herm in digital form. They date freim e oarky
20 cantury 10 today, Generally, asrial pholographs

are taken rom an elevatod posilion, preferabily from

an airplans, a helicopler, a balloon or even a kile,

In the case of Aleppo, 1ha first piclues were taken from
a plane during the French mandats in the 1930s, and
are now accessible at the ‘Institut Frangais d’Etudes
Arabes' IFEAD) in Damascus. ¥
Aerial photographs were and are used for the r'r'lal-ér'fg of
maps, land-use planning, archasologyAnd environmental
studies, They support the drawing of new maps,

and the comection of oldendies. Ecochard used aerial
photography for tl'na.rrlakirlg'ﬂf the first master plan of
Aleppo in the 19308 The pictures he used can now be
viewed atihe Aga Khan Foundation Archive in Geneva.
Asicl Imm plans and maps, sl pholographs visoally
[hcm'lmt transformeations of Aleppo's urban sinchre,

e will as Ihe mepansion of tha cily's terrilory. They are

an immediale wilness 1o how Aleppo's lace changed

in the coursa of the st cantury. They am maore detailed
than maps. Asicde Trom sireels and buildings, they inchade
peapke, vahickes and vegetation, which make Ihem a
more vivid witness ol history, The UHADCA, for Aleppo
is continuously searching kor lurther data on aerial
photography.

The use of aerial photographs was transformed and
expanded by the emergence of moadern technclogies.
Aerial photographs are taken in a variety of scales and
resolutions, which leads to different levels of depth of
information and detal. Today salelite pictures are used
far all kinds of puposes. Aside from urban planning,
they also serve geolonical surveys, 'GIS', the weather
forecast and the enfertainment of private indviduals
digitally brovwsing through the world with 'Google Earthy'.

Frovaaaka | e



28 Original cadasiral maps from 1926-1934
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Cadastral Maps

The cadastre is the register of all property in & country,
It inchuckes detailed cadastral maps, which show the
boundaries and cevnarship of land parcals, They ae
establishod on the basis of information collectod in
survens, The lirst comprehensive cadasiral syslem was
established by Napakeon for France. This is regarced %
as the forerunner of most modern versions = including \/
the Levant and Aleppo. Cadastral maps were originalf0$
used as a basis for land evaluation and mion.%
The plans cefine the urban structure of i
tirme of drawing.
They depict buildings and the
as roads and the countrys plans contain the
cadastral numbers éq.ch , a5 well as measurement
reference poi éq%ﬁd’names of the adiacent
circul seCtions.

as on the top a descriptive section of the

borders, as well

into =Circonscripions, «Soctions, sFouille-, a3

Tl ey A L OB L kst e s 6“5 ntaining the title (=ville d'Aleps) and a numkxer
A

it g

well s the scale of the plan. An amow ponting north
helps the: reader to find their way around the map,

Al the Baltom right the name af the responshie Suponesorn
as wall as ha purposa of e plan are nolec.

At the bottom left one finds the year the plan was drawn
and verified, a5 wall as the responsible draughtsman.
The plans contain the names of streets, transcribed in
French. Furthermaore, selected monuments, such as the
Serail or the Munizipality are named, The buldings are
depicted in great detall, including courtyards, fountains
and staircases.

Chorouk Toshan



27 Cadastral map VII-7 of Citaded from 1928430, onginal scake 1:1000
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Historic Quarters
Citadel

eppo which was recognized as a World
e Site by UNESCO in 1986, The Citadel is the
3 ark for the whole metropolis of Aleppo.

deed, the site is one of the most famous monuments
of Islamic architecture and one of the most remarkable
examples of military architecture in the Middle East.
Given its historical importance and the remarkable quality
and variety of its remains, it is a site of international
interest and also of cutstanding archasological
importance for numerous and significant historical
periods. Its towers and curtain walls form a large
irregular elipse of 200 by 180 meters. Within the site
are conserved, palaces, mosaues, baths, remains of
Oittoman residences and also impressive subterransan
spaces such as cisterns, wells, defense halls, stores,
secret funnels and passages.
The Citadel is the result of several civilizations ocoupying
and using the sita. The recently discovered Temple of
the Storm God dates hurnan use of the hill from the
beginning of the 3 Millennium BC. Meanwhile, maost of
whal remains loday are remnants of military, ceremeonial
and residential structures from the Ayyubid (12t and
13 centuries), Marmluk (13t to 160 centuries) and

ar



Citadel, 1919
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early Ottornan (16 to 191 centuries) periods.

The Citadal of Aleppo, in addition to being a cultural and
tourist attraction, was, is and will be an archaeological
site of great importance for scientific research,

Its condition require different strategies concerming
architectural preservation, structural safety, archaeological
excavations, tourism, cultural events, management and
maintenance of the site.

Brigf History

According to cuneiform texts found in Ebla and Mari,

the origin of the city of Aleppo date back, at | g

the Jd millennium BC. The occupation of %ﬁ?

hill should follow the: first settlernants l@hy and so,

dates from this period. From niurm BC to

the 10th century the site wﬂ{.ﬁ 000 years the location
ars, & construction of major

OV\\’\L

anires Dccw:rlaj the site,
at the end of the 101 century that the Citaded
m the location of the military powers at the lime
of the Hamdanids. Following this, Zengids, Ayyubids
and Mamiuks ruled Aleppo from the Citadsl and marked
the site by the construction of imposing and majestic
buiildings: the impressive main gate and the eniry-bridge;
the towers and curtain walls; several palaces; paths and
streets; public baths; wells, cistern and senice spaces.
During the Ottoman period, the citadel bacarme a
residential area, and only few constructions were refated
1o military functions,
The remains of the Ayyubid period testify to the power
of this famous dynasty, The Mamiuk restored largely
the fortifications after the two Mongol invasions and
completed the defenses of the Citadel. During the
Ottoman period, the Citadel became a quarler of the
city and similar houses 1o the city were built within.
In the: middle of the 19th century, the Citadel was
emptied of its inhabitants, and a gamison was built,
During the 20t cenury, in spite of the short period of
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occupation during the French Mandate, the Citadel was
abandoned, and ruins and earth coverad most of the
remains in spite of conservation projects.

From the 1960s, tha Ministry of Culture, through its
Directorate of Antiquities and Museums in Aleppo,
began long campaigns of research, archaeological
excavations, and restorations. In addition to these local
initiatives, these missions were completed by a Syrian-
German campaign of archaeological excavations in the
area of the Temple of the Storm God from 1996 and,
from 2000 to 2008, almost a decade of missions of
documentation, research and large operation of
restorations were implemented by the Aga Khan Trust
for Culture, through the Historc Cities Prograrmme.

From Histarical Sources lo the Studles and
Documentation Missions from Modarm Research

Related to the logation of the city of Aleppo on the
commercidl raUtes and to the importance of its strategic
location; ihe Citadel of Aleppo is wel known through
texts from historians, chroniclers or companions of

war chiefs from the Mediaeval periods, by more recent
descriptions of important ravelers, as well as the
research of modern historians and specialists.

The interest in the Citadel is certainly very old, at

least for strategic aspects. In 965, the Hamdanid
Al-Magaddisi says: “. ..t possesses a well fortified and
spacious castie, provided with water.. . The traveler
Masir I-khusraw, who visited Aleppo in 1047, writes

in his diary: *...als0 a strong castie, entirely built on

the rock, which | consider to be as large as the castle
of Balkh...". In 1051, the physician Ibn Butlan writes:
“...and besides the wall is a castle, in the upper part of
which is a mosgue and two churches...”. Later, |drisi
{1100-1165) refers to: *...In the castle of Halab is a
spring of excellent water...~. Further, in 1185, Ibn Jubair
notes: °...Halab..., with a celebrated and impregnatile
castle... The castle stands on the hill, ...and they have
made two cislterns there to store water...".

The first quite precise and consenved descrptions of the



31 Drawing of Cacel by Ernst Herzfeld, 1954
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32 Higtoric photo in front of the Citadal, beginning 20™ century
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Mediaeval periods are from lbn Shaddad (1217-1285),
who visited several imes the site described in his book
“Al-Allag in the Aleppo section®, and from lbn Abi Tayyi
{12-13th centuries), who described the condition of

the Citadel in his manuscript. They both docurmented
almost precisaly the in-process works implemented by
al-Malek az-Zaher al the end of the 121 century and
the beginning of the 13t century: the moat was enlarged
and made deeper; the glacis which was covered by
large slipping stones; the new fortifications built higher
than the previous ones erected by Mahmud al-Zengi;
as well as the construction of the bridge and the main.~
entrance, the baths, the palaces, the wells and the_~ :
cistem. Indicated in this data are some infgrration, ™
such as dates and periods of implemedlalion, cost

and used materials (five years ofimiplementation for the
entrance bridge, 5,000 golden dinars and three different
varieties of wood for.the féuntlations of the piles) as well
as the reasonsfor -;er!ain stralegic choices. Meanwhile,
ancu‘dlngtp ibn Shaddad, the palace is so beautiful
that, i ..;rt_|3 impossible to describe it,.."!

- oAb Tayyi related also the death of a famous architect
Aty 8 g B85 5 (11110 140) sl G N
E;jﬁj‘fhfewﬁdhw'ﬂjjuﬂ@jau_nj”

formerly working for Mahmud al-Zengi during the
second half of the 12th century — and workers during
the erection of the main entrance.

The geographer Shihab al-Din Yagut in Mu'‘jam al-Buldan
left us also some descriptions from aarly in the 13t
century, .. .1he caslle of Halab is a wonder to behold,
and has become proverbial for strength and beauty....
Also within the castle is a Jami mosque, and Maidan
{square), and garden of considerable extent...".

I al-*Adim (1192-1262) included interesting descriptions
in hig documents, especially describing the history of
Aleppo and the Citadel in his Zubdat al-Halab i tarikh
Halab until 1243.

Ibn al-Shihnah described the Al-Malek az-Zaher Baybars'
works in the Citadel in the 15t century. Later, Sibt b,
al-Ajami (1415-1480) in "Kunuz al-Dhahab fi ta'rikh
Halab®, left us some important data, especially a very
precise description of the roval palace, which is quite
similar to the existing remains. Old engravings and
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33 Proto of the Ottorman barracks and the mosque in the Citacel

drawings alzo contain interesting information on the
medieval structures. The cldest one known is a view

of the city of Aleppo, in an Ottoman manuscript dated
from 1537-38. Later, a wall consanved engraving of
Aleppo from A, Drummond made in 1754, shows us
several disappeared details such as the covering of the
throne hall and a minaret which no longer exists. In his
Viage de Pedro Texeira printed of 1610, the Portuguese
fraveler Pedro Texeira reported that in 1605 the citadel's
walls were weak and that water in the well contained

too much salt, In 1679, the French consul Chevalier d'®$

Arvieux mentioned that the Citadel would not be
withstand an assault, A. Russel published %
Matural History of Aleppo® in London a book
on the ity
The German medical doc Bischoff, who
lived in Aleppo in the 19t cintury, recorded several
inscrplions in L some of which are not
readable could inform on a date, often
a dic the works, sometimes a function

with the name of the building, and recall a

ation or an addition to the site.

From around 1920, the German architect and historian
Ernst Herzfetd began some surveys of buildings in Aleppo
and the Citadel, the first photographical catalogue
and a precise documentation of the inscriptions of
the Old City including the ones in the Citadel,
M. Sobermheim studied Aleppo and published his
Encyclopedia in 1921,
The oldest known plan of the city is from C. Miebubr
dated from 1778, published in 1837. The, quite precise,
plan from 1818 of JB.L.J. Rousseau, in »Recusl de
voyages et de mémores«, published in 1825, is stil a
reference. The plan made by the Ottoman authorities in
1900 is also a reference. We are reminded of the French
Mandate with the two conserved plans in France in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs: the plan made by the French
arrm in 1919 and the plan edited in 1941, The cadastral
maps of the whole city of Aleppo established during
the French Mandate, drawn between 1928 to 1932
and revised in 1932 are also an essential element of

\‘/\L
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34 Drawing main entrance of Catacel by Emnst Herzfeld, 1954
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evaluation of the city, including the Citadel, at that time.
Also the photographs from Albert Poche (1842-1829)
published in 2006 by J. Poche-Marrache, in «Les photos
de mon grand-pére«, are an inestimable catalogue of
references. The photos from J. Sauvaget in Alep, in his
Essai sur le développement d'une grande ville syrienne,
des origines au rmilieu du XXe siéde, album published
in 1941 is also an important source of documentation.
His archives, containing a series of photographs shol I
in the 1930s, are an essential reference source for '
historians. The photographs from Ernst Herzfeld in
»Matériaux pour un Corpus Inscriptionum Arabica
published in 18954, are also valuable %
researchers. Baadasaxopaanmsaam ﬁ -’
personalities ke Al-Tabbakh {18?

arIdShaalh

(1853-1933); Sawaf (1952-19
{1986) and Tabba'a {199}?}?3 as the foundation,
on the Citadel.

Adiyat Halab published
More i studied the site like Alen

(Ayyubid  1997) Gaube and Wirth (urban

9984), Gangler (2000); Degeorge and David
(%}h 2006 Gonnella, Khayyata and Kohimeyer
1haﬁ'sl sclentific comprehensiva historical
3tud}ruftm0rtadd

Consenalbion Missions

During the French Mandate, excavations were carried
out from 1929 to 1932 under the direction of the chief
of the Local Depariment of Antiquities, George Plolx
de Rotrou. After Syria's Independence at the beginning
of the 1960s, several missions were begun by the
Directorate of Antiquities and Museuns of Aleppo.
The Syrian-German excavations, from 1996 to now,
began in the area supposedly explorad by Ploix de
Rotrou from 1920 to 1932, Using results of previous
preparatory works, the team was able to reach the
ancient layers quite quickly, on the supposed location
of the official buildings of the ancient structures. An
exceptional ensemble of well-preserved architectural
structure from the 3 to the first millennium with



exceptional stone reliefs appears,

Since 1999 the main items of the Aga Khan Trust for

Culture Historic Cities Programme wena conservation,

reuse and creation of visitor infrastructure, urban

revitalization and training. One of the main objectives

was o create an example of consenvation works carried

out to modearm international standards that could be

used as a basis and reference for future local works,

AKTC carried out surveys of the great majority of the

Citadled structures, moat and slopes. Areas of intervention \J\
were documented detailing conditions before, during g\’
and after restoration, consenvation and rehabilitati O

A restoration project for the presenati iaenval
ruins has been implemented wit % infrastructure,
like ticket office, visitor's cg\} s and signage.

15e o p

The Trust invests its resene sorme highhy
sensitive buildj ﬁ the cigtern and the well

35 Floor plan of tha Ayyubid palaca on the Citadel
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36 Cadastral map Vill-7-1 with Bab Qinnasrin,

1928/30, criginal scake 1:500
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Historic Quarters
Bab Qinnasrin
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Bab Qinnasri j its name due 1o its orentation

maining city gates it is the best preserved.

: of Qinnasrn (Al-lss) 25 km south and
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@ ab Qinnasrin is located in the south-westem comer of
&)

the Old City within the cadastral area Vil Al-Mugadassi
mentions Bab Qinnasrin in 585 AD (375 H).

Ibn Shaddad (1145-1235) said that it was probably built
by Sayf Al-Dawla, whose name is mentioned on the
gate itself (354-356 H). The gate was reconstructed in
1256 AD (654 H) by Al-MNasir Yusuf Il in 1260 AD and
fortified with two towers (Barbicans), thus turming it into
a veritable fortress,
Inscriptions on the walls of the exterior door mention
that Mawlana Al-Sultan, the king Al-Myu'ayyid Sheikh
ordered another rermodaling of the gate in the year
1412-1421 AD [B18 H). A further inscription on the
eastern tower tells of vet ancther restoration, which was
commissioned in 1501 AD (907 H).

The gate complex not only included towers, but also a mil,
hakeres, an olive press, a cistern and military bamracks
for the gate's gamison. The vestiges of the gate's weslem
barbican (its oniginal height was 18 m) appear in a pictuns

a7
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wheat s ¥. .o taken in 1908 (published by Herzfeld, 1954) shortly
\ . before their demokition.
R TV PR PN | A\ 'r"’ The gate was surveyed and photographed by Albert
AON Poche in (1842-1929) and Creswell (1919).

A\~ This photographic and drawn documentation of the
cC.r gate’s changing structure was complemented by

-\ Y~ Sauvaget (1931, 1941), Herzfeld (1954) and Gaube

<\ )~ and Wirth works (1984).

Qv The: Directorate of Antiguities and Museuns carried out
W restoration works on the main door in 2005-2006.

Chorowk Toshan / Avin Othman



39 Photo of Bab Qinrasnin by Ecochard, 1954

40 Photo of Bab Qinnasnin by Ernat Herzheld, 1954

49



-
B

Ty

RCEMC
E - i a‘%‘h ﬁ
_‘_‘nsa' A

——

CRTIGRFTIN VI
SHETOH 8 FTEE N7
Lakatt ¥ 5008

——

o

.P/(

iy g ia il |

41 Cadastral map VI-6-2 with Bab Artakya, 192830, onginal scale 1:500
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Historic Quarters
Bab Antakya

“Bab Aritakya® is one of the nine
gates of the old city'of Aleppo (.e. Bab al-Hadid, Bab
al-Magari, BabAntakeya, Bab al-Nasr, Bab Qinnasrin,
‘Fara), Bab Jnan, Bab al-Ahmar and Bab al-Mairab),
st which only five are presened. In addition to the

2 3m iy o il e e als AU iy ;@ ification wall, Ihey have constituted the first defense
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barnier against invaders.

Tha location of Bab Antakya is a witness 1o all dynasties
that have passed through Aleppo, it plays therole of a
memory bock in which each ancient chvlization have left
its note. According to “lbin Shadad®, the Arabs enlered
Aleppao in the year 637 AD through a gate at the same
location as the current Bab Antakeva. He and “lbn al-
Ajami” stated that Bab Antakya was the main entrance

1o the city during the Memlouk and the Ottoman dynasties.

Due 1o the histonc importance and the monumental
value of the gate, it was described by many historians
and documented by many foreign architects and
archeclogists such as Herzleld and Sauvager. In addition
it was the subject of various studies, especially during
the: French mandate, such as the project related to
crealing a pedastrian area in front of Bab Antakya and
diverting the traffic towards the southern side of the gate.
Ower the centuries, the gate has been the subject of
several additions and modifications; it was also restored

a1
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42 Plan of the gate Antakya by Herzlld, |"35.¢»-.. 1_.-«
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g
following every attack of tHie city f.e. the attack by the
Persians in the 'g'aa;-ﬁdﬂ AL, the attack by the Byzantines
in the year Qﬁaﬁﬁ the attack by the: Mongals in the
year 1 Jﬁﬂ the attack by the Timurid in the year
144::? )\ s well as earthquakes. However, only four

|. résloralm interventions have been documented by
mcnnhons carved on the walls of the gate.

The first inscription (3 lines), is engraved on the anciant
city wall, which is lecated at present in the northern
basticn of Bab Antakeya. It refers to the rencvation

of the gateway that was ordered in 1015 by Caliph of
Cairg, el Fatimid Al Hakim bi-Ame Allah and implemented
by emir Aziz al-Dawla abu Shudja. According 1o Herzfeld
thiz transcription reads: “In the name of Allah. | have
here what the: Iman al Hakim bi-Amr Allab, slave {of Allah),
emir of the faithiul, has ordered to be buill, may Allah'’s
blessings be upon him! - (It has been accomplishad)

by the emir Aziz al-Dawla abu Shudja, the lord, emir of
emirs, — May Allah prolong his life and glorify his victory.”
The second inscription {6 lines), is located at the top

of the tympanum of the entrance of Bab Antakya,
cutting the original support arc. According to Herzfald,
this transcription reads: “In the name of Allah. We have
achieved a formidatie victary for you, may Allah forgive
all your past and recent faults, Direct your gaze towards






45 Photo of exder

1al enfrance ansa by Enst Herzheld, 1854
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the signs of infinite compassion of Allah: For he restores
life: tox the dead Earth. This is the doing of he who will
resurrect the dead for he is the almighty.” This blessed
gateway has been restored during the reign of our Sultan
al-madik al-Fahir abu Sa'id Barqug - May Allah perpetuate
his reignl Under the supenision of our Master His
Highness Saif al-din Gumushbogha al-Zarir, principal
governor of the princedom of Aleppo - May he be
preserved! And, the most humble slave of Allah
administerad this construction, Muhamamad ibn-Khatib,
., gadi al-qudat of the Muslims of Aleppo, with the
counsealing of the high lord Shihab al-din Ahmad ibn
al-Salar; and this (was complated) in the month of
Ramacdan, of the magnificent year 792 (August-
September 1390).
The third inscription (4 lines), is eagraved in the lintel of
the doorway of Bab Anlakeya. AgCording to Herzleld, this
transcription reads: "May the.forca, good haath and luck
of Our Majesty,our Sovereign, al-Malik al-Mask, Prince of
all countries to'therEast and to the west, servant of two
gancldanes, dst forever. Heir to his father al-Zahir!!
He has ordered to rebuld this ancient gatesvay, our Master,
His highness Saif al-din Dugman (the officer) of al-Malik
al-Masir, governor of the royal princedom of Aleppo,
the well guarded — May Allah glorify his victories — in the
manth of Shaban 804 (March 1402,
The tourth inscription takes the form of a long horizontal
band above the arc of gateway that binds the two bastions
of Bab Antakeya. According 1o Herzfeld, this transcription
reads: "In the name of Allah... the rebuilding this gateway
and the walls, which time has caused 1o fall, of which all
traces were lost except the remains of the well preserved
parts, has been ordered by cur Master, the supreme Sultan,
the almighty over the bowed heads of peoples, the lord
of the Arab and non-Arab sultans, the Sultan of the two
continents, the Khagan of the two seas, the servant of two
majestic sanctuaries, the Sultan of kslam and Muslims,
the protector of conquerors and champions of faith, the
wise, the just, al-Malik al-Mu’ayyvad (abu |-Masr Shaikh)!
May Allah preserve his reign during the government of
His ilustrious Highness Saif al-din (Yashbek... al-Yusui),
in the year 8237 (1£23).
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Banalldik

According to Sauvaget, the credit for the construction
of the two circular towers goes o Sa'd al-Dawla during
the restoration in the vear 977, Based on a recent
historic research by the Polvtechnical University of
Catalunia about Bab Antakeya (2008), these towers
rmight date back to the Byzantine period. Only an
archaeological excavation may clear maore doubts over
their arging and construction.

In the year 952, during the Abassid Rule parts of the
city walls as well as Bab Antakya was destroved by the
Byzantine emperor Micéforo Phocas. According to lbn
Shaddad and Sauvaget, evidences of the restoration
wiorks — initiated by Sayf al-Dawta in 964 and
accomplished by his son in 977 - can be obderved on
the two round towers of Bab Antakya.

According 1o Ibn Shaddad, fellowing the earthguake

of 1157, Mur al-Din restored the city wall and built a
double fortification (e, adower outer wall and a higher
wall behind-Sthe actal wall™), in which — according to

a Fatirrid inscription — Bab Antakya already existed as
a‘gateway.

Aecording to an inscription on the southern bastion of
Bab Antakya, this hexagonal bastion was built over the
twio ruined round towers during the Ayyubid Dynasty
under the rule of al-Nasir Yusuf || between 1245 and
1248, According to the historic study camried out in
2008 by Xavier Casanovas, in 1265, a second bastion
was built opposite the existing one to improve the
effectivenass of the gate in defending the city.
MNevertheless, the gate must have been more impressive
at that time; the height of the bastions was probably
more than double their current height since eight to

ten meters of the lower part of those structures, as well
as the moal, have been buried through the centuries,

In 2006 a test pit at the base of the northern bastion
revealed the buried lower part of its siructure; besides,
stone features thal characterize the Ayyubid architecture
have been identified at the base of the excavation,

The Mamiuks gave the gate its definitive shape between
1417 and 1423 by increasing the height of the bastions;
neny delensive elements such as fortified towers, barbicans
and a protected patrol gallery were incorporated.



O, e pasad

£ Aoy pearind ] 481 365)

03, Aypyuleid pariod [1 265-1390

0, Bamek pasiod (139042315018

. Cmoman poriod [1506-1880)




49 Photo of inscriptions on the gate Antakya by Ecochard
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Due 1o the rapid development of the city, as well as

the economic prosperity durng the Ottoran penod,

the city's walls and gates lost their defensive rokes.

They werg abandoned, left in ruins or misused.

In the 1717 century, the norbern bastion of Bab Antakya
was transformed into Kahn; two doors were opened

in the walls and the windows enlarged to accommodate
the new function.

Regardless of the neglect of the defense constructions,
prints of Durmmond and Rosset as well as the watercolor
painting of Poche ilustrate that Bab Antakya has
conserved its essential architectural elements - incloding
the top Mamiuks' construction — until 1890;_ héweverthe
degradation of the top level took placs-durng the 20t
century.

It is difficult 1o determing thephysical condition of Bab
Antakya at the beginning ofthe 201 century,

A photograph taken By Herzfeld in 1910 was probably
retouched-to mprove the state of the gate at the time.
On tha other Rand, Bab Antakya underwent various
restaration works during the last century, Nevertheless,
it Is impossible 1o docurment all of them. Some of

the interventions camied out can ba identified through
photographs dated back to this perod.

In 1930, Paul Baurain {comespondant du Senvice des
Anliquiles du Haut Commissarial) requested the
demolition of the electric transformer that was built in
1925 in front of the northern bastion.

In 1931, Sauvaget also complained about the existence
of this construction ignorng the monumental value of
the gate. Later in 1938, Ecochard and Sauvagel worked
on a preliminary project =Mise en valeur des monuments
historigues d'Alep«, in which they proposed the renewal
of Bab Antakya as well as other gates and monuments
of the city. Their proposal was ignored by the French
authority and Bab Antakya was further abandoned during
the French mandate, which triggened its invasion with
the construction of houses on its roof, and by building
nen shops at its walls strangling the historical value of
the gate.
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In 2004, the Directorate of Antiquities and Mussums
caried out some minor renovalion intervention,

such as construction of a skybght over the southern
biastion, surface reparation of vanous stones, pointing,
and others. Later in 2008, the Governcrate of Aleppo
elied some pointing and cleaning works. Howener,
betwesn 2006 and 2007 Bab Antakya was subject to
maor interventions; the Directorate of the Old City of
Aleppo demolished all the shops that were built against
it. This operation was followed up by cleaning the walls \/\l
of the gate from the remains of these structures, $
Finelly, Baby Antakya was fully documented in O

a group from the Pobytechnic Universily of
Thiss incluced phologrammelnc, rect

3D laser documentalions. \)@

twy

arcd

K Bllar



[ " MQ_if deifc J =
" A

52 Cacastral map X-T with Bab Al-Hadid, 1928030, orgingl scale 1:500
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Historic Quarters
Bab Al-Hadid
Banqusa

Banousa is si ﬁp&'\lhe north east of Aleppo's Old

City, j ' city wal and the mighty Bab Al-
I%c to an inscription, the Bab Al-Hadid
cnstructed in 1609, in the late Mamiuk period.

rom 1386, and throughout the Ayyubid period, this

extrarmural part of the Cld City had its own Friday Mosoue,

implying a degree of autonomy.

Through trade, specifically of agricultural goods, the area

around the mosgue became economically significant.

A Russel, writing in 1794, provides us with vivid

descriptions of lively markets around the mosque.

In the 1840 century, opulent town houses were built

in the area, and Khandag street, lzading along a filled

up former moal, became a preferred site for merchant

haouses and craft businesses.

In 1958, a 22 meter-wide new streetl was constructed,

which cuts through the traditional housing quarters.

Thus, for centuries, the quarter’s structure has undergone

constant social and economic changes.

Of late, these changes have had an increasingly strong

impact. In the 1980, an appraisal of the entire area

was undertaken in order to analyse these changes,

as well as their potential for the quarter,

61
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53 Floor plan of the gate by Ernst Herdedd, 1554
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54 Photo Bab Ak ByEcochand

The survey covered-an,araa-of eleven hectares, including
550 houses, arid/appfoximately 3,400 inhabitants.

It was bagadon the 1929 cadastral plans, which show
the ifidvidulal parcel structure.

" This Structure has been conserved over the centuries,

while the characteristic internal dead-end alleys changed
over time, It is these alleys that document changing
farnily retations.

17th and 18" century courtyard houses are very Common
1o the guarter. As the buildings were completed at
different times, distingt diferences in style and decoration
are visible. In spite of these differences, all of the buildings
have an internal courtyard and a surrounding wall,

Each building is a flexible entity, which adapts to the
economic and social needs of its inhabitants.

At the same time, each house is a part of the complex
structure of the quarter.

As the inhabitants’ lving conditions changed, so did

the shapes and forms of their houses and, consequently,
the structure of the guarter itself,

This, in tumn, influenced individual lifestyles and Aleppian
society as a whole,
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55 Plan of quartér Gubl Qamman by Anette Gangler, 1983
Stages of constructon 1700- 1750 (crange), 1850- 1900 (greenh and 1900-1950 biss)
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The examples show the diffierent perods in the size of
the courtyard, the shape ofthe Iwan and the decor of
the inner fagades. Fhevmagirity of the houses are built
in the mid 199 cantury and the beginning of the 200
century.

Caly a Tew buildings from earlier periods (period 1-3)
like'the house with the cadaster number 2249 are
characterized by bigger courtyards, high lwans and
simple ormamented windows on their facades. In later
perods from 1800 to 1900 (perod 4-5) the houses
are getling more dense with decorative facades like
the example with the cadaster number 2246,

Angite Gangler
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5960 Fagade detads from howses from different periods betwean 1700 and 1920

Tih century 62 Fioor plen from a houss of the 18" cantury



63 Cadastral mag V1-9- 1 covering Jdeideh, 1928730, original scale 1:500
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Historic Quarters
Jdeideh
Beit Wakil

| A

Jdeideh 8@}(1
o
%gwufmum (the “New One”) lies 1o the north
of Aleppa’s Old City extra muros. It is confined by

Al-Telal, Al-Mayyal, Sayid All and Al-Khandak streets.
Aleppians increasingly started to settle in the area
Tallcwing the destruction of their city by the Mongol
empencr Timor Lang in 1400 AD, Today's area of Jdeideh
is aboul one hectare.
One of the most important private houses in Jdeideh is
Bait Ghazaleh with an area of 1000 m', one of the oldast
is Bait Wakil (161" century} now being used as a hote,
The wooden walls of its winter reception room today
are: displayed in Berlin's Museum for Islamic Art. Other
remarkable old houses in Jedeideh are Dar Ajekbash,
Dar Balit, Dar Sader, Dar Dallal and Dar Sayagh,
Joleideh quarter is furthermone defined by the abundance
of Qaysarivat where weavers were located and by the
large G000 m? endowment (Wagh) of Mustafa lbshir
Pasha of 1654 that overlooks four streets of the quarter.
The Italian traveler Pietro Della Valle who passed through
Aleppo in 1625 mentions that there were five churches
in Jdeideh. One of them he describes as being Isolated

and belonging to the Syriac people.
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65 Photo of an aliey jn Jdeigih, Begin

mina of 308 cenkur
g of 20F cantury

The other churches (Roman, Maronite and two Armenian
Crthodax churches of the Virgin Mary and the Forty
Martyrs) wene depicted as being located around one
courtyard and having only one common entrance.

In his diary, the teacher Maoum Bakhash, who lved

in Jdeideh 1840-1875, describes Jdeideh's sodiety.
Historian Shelkkh Kamel Al-Ghazi drew up statistics for
each neighborhood in 1926,

In 1941, Jean Sauvaget mentions Jdeideh quarter

in connaction with Dar Basil, a typical traditional house
of the quarter.

In 1982, geographic researcher J.-C. David prepared
a systematic docurmentation on the buildings of Wagf
Ibshir Pasha, followed by a social and demographic
study on shops and houses in 1990,

The progect for the Rehabilitation of the Old City of
Aleppo which is supported by 'GTZ" and the Gity of
Aleppo (with a contribution from the Kuwait Bank for
Denvedoprment) rehabilitated large parts of Jdeideh,
especialy its central square Sahat Al-Hatab.

Abduliah Hajiar
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sl 2 S AL L et b el el fws  The majority of Aleppian Christians are fving in the northem
aall a8 VA VA O Gyl Ny (suaal a) (B residential quarters extra muros, like Jdeideh.
Sl a2 Cap Jia Tkl 3 i da Jall 05 e During the 171, 18th and 19t centuries many rich houses
el LBy Ln e 833 5l 6 jall B2 ldl JSE were built in the area as the example of the Ghazale
Sl gl e lladt Laall 25 Wb el Jple e il House shows but also the Beit Wakil. The central room
G plloda g e adldl A Al G Wiy 5 aed 8 o is uilding was the Qa'a with the dome and rich
D A ) Gl date B apllBasase il unaden fumniture along the walls. Inscriptions in the
painted wooden panels date back to the beginning of \L
the 171 century. Today this famous interior is exhibit $\H’
in Bedin in the Musaum of Islamic Art. %
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67 Fagade Beit Waki 68 Interior of the Qa'a in Balt Wakil by O, Reuther, 1225



69 Cadastral map V1-9-2 covening Joeideh, 1928/30, onginal scale 1:500
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Historic Quarters
Wagf Ibshir Pasha
Beit Ghazale

S

. Wagf Ibshir Pasha is one of the most

::i' wﬂnt waaqf foundations of the 17 century

Covering almost one hectare of floor space, it hosts
facilities for commercial, social and refigious services.

It was designed as a center for the emenging suburbs and
new inhabitants, in a period of intensive transformation
of the city. It took into consideration previoushy existing
facilities, such as the hammam, the souk, gaysariya

of Wagl Bahram Pasha (1583), the fountain (1491)

and the Mamiuk mosgue Al-Sharaf, The construction
cormasponded perfectly with local requirements.

In combination with the aplitude of the wagf system

1o respond to emerging needs, this explains the
permanence of this complax until today.

Docurments on the foundation of the wagfl (wagfiyya)
and on its economic administration are acoessible at
the directarate of the Awaaf in Aleppo and Ankara and
at the directorate of archives in Damascus. They were
used in the main studies and publications about the
wagf, such as the histories of Aleppo by Al-Ghazzi (15926),
Tabbakh (1823-1926), Sauvaget {1941), and Raymond
(1979, on waqgfs in Aleppo and Cairg), David and

i |
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Chauffert=iart. (1982, monograph on Wagf Ibshir Pasha),
and Gaube and Wirth (1984, history and geography of
Aleppa).

The architectural and historical survey by Chauffert-Yvart
and David from 1982, with a large photographic survey by
David was mainly based on the description of Rousseau
{1812, map and text, history and geography of the
«Pachahk d'Alep+), cadastral plans from the French
mandate, and an aerial view of 1954, It focuses on the
historical evolution and recent changes in the wagfs's
architecture and functions.

Main activities in the wagf have remained the same over
the centuries, such as the selling of traditional food in
the east and south souk and jewelry in the west souk,
The waqf is stil under the administration of the Direction
of the Awgaf. The main factor of change is now the
process of rehabilitation which is still ongoing.

The majority of the old qaysariyas are in a bad condition
and iittle of their traditional textile production, which was
still very present forty years ago, remains.

Jaan-Claugs David



71 Facace of Wagf mn@\%ﬁ.m of 207 century
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72 Pian of Waaf Inshir Pasha, beginning of 20 certury
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Beit Ghazale

Beit Ghazale was built in 1691 as a residence of several

Aleppian noble families such as Saba Aida and, from

1834 onwards, of the Ghazale family. Since the beginning

of the 2060 century it was used as a German, and later as

an Armenian school. It is now owned by the state.

The building has a total area of 1700 n7 and consists of

several courtyards, spacious rooms and a large vaulted "

cellar. It could house up 10 45 family members and X\ e

their servants. The house is divided into four areas: ‘:z"

Al-Haramlek, Al-Salamiek, a servants’ and guests’ am{_\

each one provided with a separate entry, ,,“.:i,.-

The uniqueness of the building is moum ng_ramarlceble

desaglsonlhamcdaswellas gasswmdm-.ls

One exceptional feature is Jhe — it iz the only

one in a private houseand slll |ntac1 tharrmre the
um:hghasa gvédecﬁcatedtownemalﬂng

The building }'mpaarsll- to have the longest (13 meters) and

m:lqer[”vmﬁm kiosk (Kushk) within the entire Od City.

Wmlﬁwmmmmwnw

il Ape 5 S1A L daial 4y el ,uuu' nh %\dbﬂ} Today, it has been subrritted 1o the architeciural

J
-..-'-"

- 1-
A_,:n Jgans -'“.:'-:‘“}. .-"‘I

T4 Phota of Bait Ghazale, beginmng of 200 century

analysis of the General Directorate of Antiquities and is
baing transforrmed into a city museum for “Memoary of

Aleppo”,

Matmeud Hrstand

T5 Drawing of Beit Ghazala
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T6 Cadastral map VE-2-1 with Great Mosgue and Halawiyeh Schoal, 1928730, onginal scale 1:500
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The Great L
Al-Kubra

csque is situated in the Al-Jallourm
the north of the main tharoughfare of
ic commercial center of Old Aleppo.
consists of approximatety 8000 nv floor

A | e i Y VA Ugalcs Bl e palanl] i area. It has four gates linking it to the souk.
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The mosque consists of a prayer hall (1800 M), a courtyard
(3715 m) and a minaret at its north-western corner (45 m
highl. The prayer hall includes a Minbar, three Mihrabs,
a preacher's room, a Mahfil and the Prophet's lodge.,
The courtyard is surounded by porticos on ils northern,
gastern and weslemn sides and contains an abiution
fountain, a well, a platfonm and a solar clock. Behind the
gastern portico, thera are several rooms ending with the
wiomen's hall at the mosque’s north-eastern cormer.

The minaret is marked out by its Umayyad sguare shaft
and Seljukid refief friezes.

The mosque was built by the Umayyad governor of Aleppo,
Sulayman in 717 AD, Its site was oniginally cocupied by
the Hellenistic agora. Later, it hosted a Roman temgple
and a cathedral. The mosaque was burned down several
times, the last being in 1281.

Due to successive renovalion and reconstruction works, it
bears evidence of different Islamic architectural shies such
as the Seljukid, Zengid, Ayyubid, Mamluk and Ottomen.
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T8 Drawing of Minamet of Great Mosgue by Emat Herzfald

The accounts f Aleppo’s medieval historians bn Al-Adim
and-lbn Shaddad include information on the various
reconsinictions of the mosque. A more detailed
architectural description based on the mosque’s trust
deads can be found in the later accounts of Al-Ghazzi
and Al-Tabbakh,
The mosque was mentioned by European travelers and
writers such as Lamartine, Pococke, Volney and Russall
in the 18" and 19t centuries. There are also some
photographs by Gertrude Bell from the late 191 century,
The sile plan of the mosgue was outlined in Aleppo's
master plan of 1899 and in the cadastral plans of 1926,
In the 1940s, Sauvagel analyzed the mosque's sile
and its redation to the cathedral. The first photographic
catalogue and architeclural plan for the mosque was
completed by Herzleld in the 1950s.
I 19949, survey works were undertaken by the Architectural
Lnit of Aleppo University.
The architectural and photogrammetric survey of the
external walls and the minaret provided data for the
recent restoration of the building.

Tamim Qasmo



B0 Fioor plan of Graat Mosaus by Enst Herzfisld, 1954
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B3 Souk interior

B4 Floor plan of the central souk area by Jean Sauwvagat, 1941
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B85 Cadastral map VII-2-2 with Khan A-Wazir, 192830, original scale 1:500
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During Ottorman rule (1518-1918 AD) the Old City's
souks developed predominantly to the southern side

of Decumanus Maximus. Large mosgues (e.g. Adliyah,
Bahramiya, etc.) were constructed as well as large
khans for trading and commerce (Khan Al-Gumruk,
khan Al-Wazir) were bwilt = their economic cutputs
would partty vouchsafe for the mosgues’ upkeep.

After 1918 and during the independence era, the area
covered by souks was about ning hectares (covering
the cadastral section V).

The souks have been extensively documented, starting
with descriptions by Ghazzi (1924), plans and photographs
by Sauvaget (1931-1241), and detailled analysis by
Wirth and Gaube (1975-1884).

Further research was done by 5. Canatcuzino and
Sarmer Akkad (1975}, J.C. Davidrand M.'Hretani.
Mowadays, the souks are subject to documentation and
rehabilitation by the.DOC-and other local institutions.
The continuougimpotance of the souks lies in its
function aga-provision center for Alsppo city and its
ruralipintanand as well as its function for trade and
commerce. Furthermors, the souks of Aleppo nat only
attract locals but also tourists who come to manvel at its
architectural heritage.

The souks of Aleppo are considerad unigue in the world
in terms of age, extent, architecture, and urban function.

Mahmoud Hreland

The Grand Khans

In the middle of the souks, in direct neighbourhood to
the Grand Mosque, the Grand Khans (caravansaries)
are located. Even they have similarities in construction
like the wide and spacious inner courtyard, which is
accessible through a decorative porch, the khans date
from different epochs and bear witness to the periods
of prosperity of Aleppo as the commercial capital.

The surrounding rooms in the ground floor served as
stocks and stores for the merchants, whils they could
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find sleeping quarters in the rooms of the upper floor.
With the beginning of the Ottoman conguest many
political borders were abandoned and an economic
boom entered the city, which was reflected in glorious
buildings like the Khan Al-Wazir from the 170 century.

It i one of the most remarkabla and Brgest caravansanas
of the city, The facade of the main gate is struciured

by a notable porch with layers of white lime stone and
black basalt and it is decorated with two medallions with
stylized lions, In the interior above the archway there are

\/\{

two subtly ornate windows with small plaited columns \A
in the comers, Khan Al-Wazir is located bet O

Badara 1260 Pro-Mamiuk (Dhua), 1260-1400: Earty Mamiuk (purple), 1401-1516: Last Mambuk [dark md),
1517-1770: Early Csmandi (kght red), 1771-1818: Late Csmanii forange)
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88 Western fagace of Khan Al-Waz, baginning of 20 cartury

Aleppo Old City — A Melting-pot for Businesses

Today the Old City of Aleppo in Syria is driven by its
lively econormy, and research shows that business
practices, whose ongins go back 1o the beginning of
the Islamic period, ive on. The development and
persistence of specific patterns of action within he
business community are often explained by the socio-
spatial proximity within Aleppo's Souq (markest).

This proximity creates unique opportunities for contact
and communication which is a result of the curment
population density and close knit activities.

The relationships within the business community are
hierarchical reflecting the appreciation for' different
economic sectors and crafts, thatwany between different
quarters and Khans of the Otd Gity. There are many
markets whose main brapebes are located in the center
and the branches of less importance are scattered

in other parts-of this old city.

The relationships within the business community are
alsgrhighly specialized along several economic seclors.
Historically and throwgh to today, each Soug and Khan
was narmed after the type of commodities it sold; for
instance the Soug Al-Saboun (scap market) or the
Souq Al-Harir (silk market). However over the last 60
years some types of commodities sold have changed
and therefore some Sougs and Khans are trading in
commaodities that are different from their names.

The Al-Medineh central market is the oldest, the largest,
and the most imporant market in the Old City of Aleppo.
It is compased of 34 sub Sougs and 16 Khans.

The wide square buildings are composead of a ground
floor and one other floor above, which are connected
by stairs, something charactenistic of the architecture
for this particular market. In addition there are many
rooms on both floors and there is a large courtyard in
the middie.
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Historically these Khans were used as hotels for foreign
traders and for storage of their goods. Commercial deals
were also taking place in these Khans and at present
the rooms whena thesa dealings took place have been
converted into shops. Almost 1,800 shops and a few
offices and some workshops are present today.

The market deals mainly with textile products as a prime
category; gold jewelry, shoes and slippers, spices, and
kernels as a secondary category; and in addition meat,
groceries, blacksmith senvices, bakeries, snack shops,
and candy and swieel shops are present,

Today, despite the question as o how the W
workshops within the given urban fabric wi
it is the demographical situation whi

over h:rﬂma who are younger
n in the future, The challenge is
s traditional wisdom "learning at a
is like the engraving on a rock” will remain
y or will perish with time. This quote of traditional
wizdom means that learming at an early age will remain
forever as the engraving on rock. But for some time
now the younger generations have rejectad this wisdom
and seem to prefer modern and perhaps global
professional perspectives that go beyond the Old City of
Aleppo. As a conseguence, for the first time in Aleppo’s
history, the traditional patterns of action in the business
cormmunity are becoming fragie and frail, the traditional
and historic hierarchy and density has become
vulnerable.

Hiigar Kiifig

S

a7



90 Cadastral map VIIl-53-2 with Assadiveh Schocl. 1928/30, onginal scale 1:500
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lyeh Al-Juaniyeh school is located on the

between Bab Qinnasrin and the Oid City's souks.
Its entrance faces the street towards Al-Rourni Mosaue.
The building occupies the plot 732 within the cadastral
zone VIl and is considered as Aleppian Awoal ownership,
The school was most likely endowed by Assad El-Din
Sherko, who died in 1168 AD (564 H). It is one of nine
mosques and schools which still remain from the Zangi
pericd. The three schools of the Zangi period, namely
Al-Assadiyeh, Al-Magdamiveh and Al-Sharafiyeh schools
were farnous for thelr great teachers and rencwned
scientists, who taught and studied in its walls.
The schod is composed of an inner courtyard and, on
its westemn front, of a large open space called Gibliyeh,
which is coverad by a roof. Inside the large Cibliyeh a
tormb can be found. The courtyard is surmounded by
eight rooms, and in ils centre there is a water pool with
a Mastaba (sitting place). Inscriptions on the northem side
reveal that the school was restorad in the Ottoman peniod,
18598 AD (1316 H). Probably the cument iwan dates back
1o that time.
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I 1998, the Directorate of the Cid City of Aleppo (DOC)
and the Awgaf Directorate jointly documented the site
and restored the school. After renovation the building
initially served as a health point, and later as a technical
center for the joint DOC/GTZ infrastructure project from
1999 onwards. Since 2007 the Agha Khan Foundation
launched a socioeconomic development program around
the “Tallet al-Souda® garden. Al-Assadiveh School served
as the main center for training and awareness activities
in that contesxt.

The Al-Assadiveh School is a living and excellent example
for the cooperation between local and international
governmental organizations and NGOs to help and secve
the people through sustainable developmentprojacts.

Zouka Karazon

81 Floor plan of Assadieh Schoo
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Bimaristan Arghun Al-Kamili

On the way from the Shibani School to Bab Qinassrin one
passes by Bimaristan Arghun Al-Karmili, a remarkable
hospital from the medieval period. With the older and
less presenved Bimaristan Al-Mouri, it is the most famous
institution for early Islamic medicine in Aleppo. In 1352,
the Marniul Emir Arghoun Al-Kamili purchased a city
palace and had it rebuilt into a Bimaristan. Still today,
the building impresses through its well preserved
condition and constructional logic making many of its
functions comprehensible. It iz publicly accessible.and
is being currently refurbished as a medical muSsum.
The relatively small entrance gate is astenishingty
beautiful with its overarching thregTfowed Mugarmas
vault, frarmed by inscriptions-and emblems refemring

to the builder, its founder and the purpose of the
building. The quist and brighthy lit rectangular courtyard
accommoeates gmall cells on the longer sides, probably
used dsfving and study rooms for the doctors,

Eath shorter ends of the courtyard have a spaciousty
vaulted Liwan, A rectangular water basin with a fountain
is located in the middle of the courtyard. The rooms for
Iving and studying were important to fulfill the high
requirements of medieval Islamic medicine. The doctors'
permanent presence and availability for consultation was
indispensible along with medical training and education.
The calming effect of nppling fountains and especially
the therapeutic talk and music in the Liwan supported the
patients' recoveny. A high hallway leads to three separate
areas for therapy, emphasizing the focus of the building,
which turned into a psychotherapeutic facility with a
holistic medical approach over time. It is unclear when
that exactly happened. However, it is a sign of progressive
thinking and the realization that physical sickness and
emotional condition of patients are inseparable.

The functions of the three adjacent therapy sections
provide several interpretation possibiliies. In the first
section the interpretation is most obvious: small cells
grouping around a square courtyard with a vaulted roof,
and only accessible through a circumijacent passage,



93 Entrance portal of Bimaristan Anghun Al-Kamidi
by Ernst Herzleld, 1954
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hawving latticed openings facing the courtyard, From these
windows the rippling fountains can be heard and seen.
This area was reserved for strongly precarious patients.
Emotional conflicts were met with a calming environment.
The darkened rooms served for comemplation.

Today's visitors have ambivalent fealings about this
atmosphera, The depressing effect of the calls with
their latticed windows is mitigated through the soothing
sound of the rippling fountains, The clear and logical
architecture of the rectangular courtyard is captivating,
whose corners end in squinches lsad upwards to a
cupcla construction. There are different assumplions
about the purpose of the second ansa; The rectangulan
courtyard is larger and roofed with an open slliptic cpola.
Open cells, with wooden doors surrourida Central
water bagin with a fountain. Hence)this space offers
soothing elements and a space for medical consultation
and provides a communication space for the patients.
This section carrbe regarded as a sacond therapeutic
step comymon at that time within a three-year phased
recovery Patierts were gradually prepared for a small

~~and manageable return to society. Another interpretation

sinplies that this section has been usad as the women's
saction, which might not be entirely incomect, considenng
that privacy is essential for psychologically unstabile
patients and must be praserved. In the third section one
can find the largest courtyard with a Liwan. It resembles
a small scale atrium of an Aleppian courtyard house
with similar spatial conditions such as adjoined rooms;
Liwan and fountain,
This section is not only appropriate for music but also
for communication and was supposed 1o prepare the
patients for family life in an Alsppian house.
Tha inscription at the entrance gate says: “This house
has been endowed by Amir Arghun Al-Kamili; doctors
hene bean emploved for health care. He treated evenbochy
free of charge. Reciters had to read the Qur'an in the
marning and in the evening, bread was provided with the
help of charity funds. Moreover, he provided al necessary
medical drinks, crémes and unguents,” Although today
not all details of the therapeutic approaches from this
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medieval hospital are reasonable this is obvious:
Eimaristan Arghun Al-Kamili was an institution where
patients were treated with advanced methodologies,
even according to our modem knowledge. Patients
were considerad as independent personalities with all
their different physical and mental troubles. If neaded,
even material support was provided for life after being
dizcharged = and this was done in a time when maladies
in Europe had been “treated™ with cruel and barbarous
methods.

The building was mentioned by lbn Al-Shihnah in the
151 century and by van Berchem (1829).

Jean Sawvaget (1941) and Emst Herzleld (19584).0ave
detailed descriptions, followed by systematic afalysis
from Gaube and Wirth (1984) andOrmar Abdulaziz
Hallaj (2000},

Lischwio Hubar




95 Cadastral mag VIk1-2 with Macrassa Seyf Al-Dawle and Khangah Farafra, 1928/30, onginal scale 1:500
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Monuments
Khangah Al-Farafra
Seyf Al-Dawle

is a building specifically designed for the

ings and ceremonies of sufl orders. It is a place
for teaching and leaming where visiling scholars could
stay, and students could live.
The Khangah Al-Massriyeh (Farafra) is considerad as
one of Aleppa's important historical buildings and dates
back to 131 century. It is located in the Farafra district
of the old lown, and lies next to the Directorate of the
Oid City of Aleppo. The building covers an area of 606
m, is defined by cadastral number 3351, and owned by
the Awagal Directorate.
The Khangah is a quadrangular building of which the
interior courtyard is decorated with an octagonal-shaped
fountain. The CGibla side includes an wan, a vaulted
Kubliyeh and a Mihrab decorated with martie. s entrance
is decorated with intricate Mugarnas. The Khangah is
made up of two floors with a total number of 43 rooms,
It was built inside the area of Bab Al-Arbaeen, which
initially gave it the name of Khangah Bab Al-Arbaeen,
later Khangah Al-Farafra. It was also known as Alribat
Al-Masn built by Deifa Khatoun daughter of the king
Al-‘Adel Seif Aldin Abi Bakr and mother of King Al-Nasser



96/97 Khangah Al-Farafrg — Mugarnas.adg
af entrance portal by Ernst Hesgid
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Tabhbakh mentioned it (quoting from Abi Zur) by the
narme of Khangah Al-Adlyeh.

Al-Ghazi mentioned the building as Khangah Al-Massriveh
in 19286. In 1931 and 1941 Sauvaget called il Deir Youssef
Il In 1857, Tallas claimed Khangah Farafra to be the
better preserved and more beautiful one of the two
remaining Khangahs in Syria. In 1997, the Khangah
was described by Yasser Taba' and in 2004 an in-
depth architectural analysis was carried out by Anna
Spigkermann,

Due to dangerous structural conditions that threaten
the lives of its residents and neighbors, the General
Directorate of Antiguities has embarked upon
maintenance measures from 1976 to 1881.

The building's facades were entirely renovated.

Today, the Khangah is inhabited by eight neady families.

Awin Othrnan
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101 Fagade and section of the three courtyards of Seyf Al-Dawle building
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1083 Photo of the first courtyand in Seyf A

Old City of Aleppo and bedomathe seat of the German
Technical Cooperatien: With this first restoration work,
ReHalab demadnsirated the concept of adopting a
traditiopalbellding to a new function. The main courtyard
wias restored 1o allow special cultural events to take
place (concerts, conferences, meetings).
Since 2004 the rest of the building is being restored to
host further offices from both the Antiquity departrment
and from the Directorate of the Old City
The 200 yvear-ald, 60 mF historic wooden reception
room located on the first fioor of the Project building is
an outstanding symbol of traditional, skilled handicraft
and carpentry, similar 1o the wooden chamber currently
axhibited in the Pergamon Museurn of Bedin, Germany.
The attractive and unigue art of this room covered fully
in curved wioods and omameants, has attracted the
attention of a number of intermational restoration experts
and institutions. With financial support from the German
Embassy, as well as the Municipality of Aleppo and the
DOC, the Directorate of the Old City, the room was
restored o its original appearance by local and
international experts (Akademie der Kinste SABK,
University of Stuttgart). Originally used as the guest hall
of the palace, the room has now been comerlad nto
a meating room.

Anatte Gangler



104 Cadastral map Vii-3-2 with Beit Jumblatt, 1928/30, cngnal scake 1:500
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Monuments
Beit Jumblatt

Jumbiatt

the three cadastral plots 1710,
1711, e Vil. The building is surrounded by
w to Jewish cultural and refigious buldings
west. It is privately owned.

residence was built in the 16" century AD.
Jan Boulad, the son of Kasem Al-Kurdi the prince of
the Kurdish brigade in the north also known as lbn Arbo
bought the site thal was laler to become the center of
Jumblatt's "Hormeland Party”, Later on it became the
Al-Ghafild School.
The bullding has two fioors and a cellar, its curment floor
area is 2310 nv. Originally the plot coverad a space of
5000 v, Most buildings on the site were destroyed
betwesn 1960 and 1970,
The house's entry, located on the eastern side, leads
straight into a tunnel; its northern end leads into the
central courtyard, Jean-Claude, David assumes that
the original entry was in the north-westermn comer of
the building and was transferred in the 191 century,
The courtyard's center is dominated by a large, deep
pool, surounded by a garden to the wast, and Iwan
wilh two rooms to the south, and two halls 1o the east.

101
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106 Plan ol Besl Jurmislail

The southern lwan is probabiy the largest in Aleppo.
Its floor is richly decorated with colored marbie.
Ite walls are decorated with remarkable colorad
decorations, called Kishani-tiles. Onea room at the
western side of the lwan contained a big threshold with
a small fountain, which is remarkably decorated with
colored marble. it has been brought into the museum
of Aleppo. This room was used by the farmous thinker
Abdulrahman Al-Kawakbi. A second bwan, on the
courtyard's northern side, lies two meters above the
floor level and it's adjacent halls are decorated with
the Ablag technigue and with Kishani-tiles.
Beit Jumblatt was mentioned by chroniclers such as
Al-Tabbach (who called it “The house of Abdul Salam*)
in 1921, Al-Ghazzi in 1926 and J. Sauvaget in 1831,
In 1998, French researcher Jean-Claude David made
studies for his book =La Suwaygat ‘Al A Alepe.

Larmvia Jazer



1

107 Fagade of inner courtyand



108 Cadastral map VIlI-5-2 with Shibani building, 1528/30, onginal scale 1:500
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Bs a varigty of structural forms.,

rmercus sources mention the Shibani. Ibn Al-Shihna
and Al-Ghazzi are the bast known amongst the Arab
historians. Rousseau mentions the buillding in his =Flan
de laville de Hhaleb et de ses environs, dressé de 1811
& 1818-. Sauvaget in 1941 and Gaube and Wirth in
1984 published today's standard works on Aleppo’s
history and architecture, including the Shibani.
Khan Al-Shaybani is first mentioned in the 151 century
by the historian lbn Al-Shihna. It was a religious foundation
named after its proprietors, the Al-Shaybani family.
With the development of commencial relations with
Ewrope in the 161 century, some Venetian merchants
came to live here. The Franciscan order had a church
here and acted as chaplains of the Venetian consulate,
selup in 1548,
Some complaints were presented to the Ottoman
autharities in the beginning of the 181 century as refigious
holidays attracted many peopile - amongst them numenous
ladies - but the church remained in use until 1937,
The Shibani also included a school. In the 1630s the



108 Floor plan of Shibani building
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Ir l raeceived 164 students.
m period of Tanzimit, in order to meet the

d of the population and the European consuls,
the College of Terre Santa was inaugurated on the 2nd
October 1859, focusing on arthmetic and languages
(talian, French, Arabic and Turkish) in order to form
competant traders with international connections.
Childran from all religions were accepted. In 1937, the
church and school moved to the moderm part of the city
and the old church building was dismaniled.
The site was later acquired by the Syrian Arab Republic’s
Government. The ramainder of the building was usad as
a tobacco warehousa by the Tobacco Administration.
The property was transtermad to the Municipality of Aleppo
in 2000,
The part of the plot where the church once stood has
an area of 950 m* the largest open space still available
in the Cld City. The Municipality of Aleppo restored the
building in cooperation with the “GTZ".
It has become a tourist attraction as well as a venue for
cultural and social activities.

Husssin Mudarriss / Ovier Saimon



111 View ir

112 Vi intd large inner courtyand, pastcand from the Coection Hussain Mudarriss 113 Interior view of former church, beginning of 20M century
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114 Cadastral map VIIIl-2-1 with central souk area and Ahmadiyeh School, 1928730, onginal scale 1:500
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Anfioch in the west.

The Madrasa was founded by Ahmad Efendi, head of the
influential group of Ashraf in 1751 as the main building of
its endowment in Aleppo.

The building, cccupying an area of about 570 nv,

is in fact a composition consisting of the madrasa,

the mausaleum of Ahmad Efendi's father, a cemetery,
and a public water fountain (Sabil).

The Madrasa itselfl consists of a classroom, a library,
twio rooms for teachers, ten rooms for students, a kitchen
and toilets. Waler facilities in the building include a well
and a water resenoir located under the central courtyard,
which provides waler for the Sabil and the madrasa.
The Madrasa's good finances and strict regulations made
it one of the most respected religious madrasas in Aleppo.
It continued to serse as an educational institute unti
1845, In 1961, the Madrasa and itz endowments came
under the supenision of the Directorate of the Awgaf,
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116 Section of ¢ q\nalg?rtwrnc‘ Ahmaciyeh School
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rélyr closed in the 1980s.
Wity tion of damages resulting from natural
x)é of maintenance and superficial interventions,

building has preserved its original features. With the
main goal of elaborating a restoration plan to preserve
the building and adapt it to a new compatible function,
it was chosen to be the subject of a master thesis
submitled to the program of “Restoration of Histoncal
Buildings® at Istanbul Technical University in 2008.
Relating to the Madrasa ilself, the book of Al-Ghazzi
proved o be of exceptional impartance for both historical
and restitution studies. In his boolk, Al-Ghazzi lists and
summarnizes the rust deeds (Wagfiyyas) of the madrasa,
including a description of the building and its sumoundings,
a list of endowed properties, the education program and
the procedures of spending revenues.
The Madrasa was proposad by the Directorate of the
FAwgaf to the “SYRIA-TURKEY Interregional Cooperation
Program®, as an object 1o be reslored and reused as
a museum of “Aleppo under Ottoman Rule®. Later,
the building was restored under the supenision of the
Directorate of the Awgaf and is to be inaugurated soon.

Fuba Qasmo

b-erlmalt
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117 Floor plan of Halawiyeh School by Emst Herzfield, 1954
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Halawiyeh

In Byzantine times the role of Aleppo as a trade centre
seems kess important than other towns in the region
ke Antichochia for example. Due to this there are few
written sources and archasokogical remains found in
Aleppo from this historic perod. Only some parts of
the Al-Halawiyah School date back to the 5th century.
This building was onginally Aleppo’s great Byzantine
cathedral. The building encompasses a small

courtyard and the original chape! with its eight large ﬁk‘\f
ato

Corinthian columns. These columns resemble

the Saint Simeon Cathedral outside Aleppo.

of the space allowed a relativedy easy from
edioa

chapel to masjid. It was subseq a;j_EﬁL
mesgue in 1123 during lrﬁ@%km Bahram
Ibn Curtog. The mosque e across from the Great

Mosgue was in 1149 for the followers
mm% I'duringmereig"lﬂiMrN-Ein.

.&\M@W'I b from 1245 is conserved in one of the
\z

A the west side of the chapel.

Anette Gangler

118 Intesior vienw of Halawivelh School, photo by Emnst Herzheld, 1954
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Residential Buildings

The Changing Social Structure of the
Old City of Aleppo - A Social Overview

The social structure of Oid City of Aleppo undenavent O\ \/
substantial change over the past few centuri
especially later during the French mandat ha ’
It lost most of its fommes wrnpoarl ﬁ 1 large
numbser of people keading the rthe =
wosten shyde districts, 'ﬂrﬁé&w sty frem the
wealthy lamilies whi @thﬂ poor population behind
wilh memy One 1 This movemont of populalion
is influsnce on the Oid Cily fabric and
furd conditions. Moreover, the Christian and Jew
itants ket the Oid City resettling in other ameas.
i turn, caused the Old City 10 lose its refigious
diversity. This articke will try to draw an overview of the
changes in the composition of the population of the ol
city and the basic characterishics that wem a consaquence
to that.
WMajor changes took place due to specific historical
events; however, there should be a distinction betwesn
residential and commercial uses. As some commercial
parts of the city still maintain their diverse owners and
this is for escmple well shown in Al- Joeideh district,
The angoing invasions and changes in the ruling regimes
of the ity and the wey they treated the public fwith
thedr different compositions) had a big influence on the
composition of the: inhabitants, Howeves, the Cld City had
maintained S0 of the populaticn uotil The beginning of
the 200 cantung 1t is saic Thal until the mic 191 Gantury,
the ity wall had still been a defense barriar to the Cid
City. However, mary important events had influenced
the structune and compasition of the city’s inhabitants:
the irvasicon of Aleppo by Taymourank in 1400, when
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{he Chrislian populalion had 1o lsave their houses in

the Old City and retuming to find them demolished,

they sattied in the area north westem side of the city
which later was called Al-Jdeideh (the new naxghbourhood).
By 1517, Aleppo became part of the Ottoman Empire
and the city settled into its current position as the

magior metropolis of nothemn Syria. At this time, the city
maintained a population of 50,000 people.

“Mahr Ad-dahab fee Tarikh Halab®, the famous book

of Ghazzi states that there were 109,118 people in
Aleppo around the beginning of the 205 centuny

Some 98,524 of them lived in the Oid ity and anothe O“'
10,584 lhed in 1he suburbs, %

In 1822, an earthouake knocked a ot of i i
structure of Aleppo. Of course, it is impoaant also not
1o lorged Ihe eflect of Ihe carl 136 which had
boon the strongest in the cily's

Duwring the Hloma [E5) ﬁmmnans slarled
@, major changes in iis social

mewing o .ma

uras They played the roles of
rs exporting Aleppo's products to
and Morth eastern sices of the Ottarman
pire. The flows of Ammenians ware mome inensive
after the beginning of the 20M century and this has
contributed more to the curent social composition.
Howeever, it is worth mentioning that the city represented
amodel for harmonious iving between Muslims and
other religions both in the okd city and the suburbs,
During the French Mandate (1914-1945) in Syria,
Aleppo sustained & population of approximetehy
125,000 and westem-style municipal administrative
arranpements anerged, induding a city-planning
departrment, 1he Service d' Urbanisme,
Durirg this pesiod, the city bogan fo expand rmiom beyond
ils walls and into langer neighborhoods 1o the wesl, such
as the Jamilyya and Aziziva, with & cistinctive French syle
both in architectural lunction and assthetics. The twa
magor Aleppine parks Al-Sabil and the Public Park were
planmed and developed during this period, in addition to
major streets and boulevards connecting the Ok City with
its outskirts, The historic core was becoming a center
for a much larger ertity,

%,
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“After the French mandate, a rapid urbanization process
and modemily took place in Syria, The city was no
exceplion and it expanded on a horzontal and vertical
basis. People mare and mone moved from the Okd City
leaving their houses abandoned” The houses were remted
o lwer-income tamiles, or subdvided into smaller units
and sold. Migrants started to move in and to have a
presence in the old city districts. Some other houses wes
transformed into ofher uses such as commercial activities
ar inclustrial workshops. Moreover, densification took

place on vertical levels. The Old City recorded densitie $

ol proper mainianance and the new transiorn
contribuled 1o the decay of the Old Ci Cot 1121
and urban slroctune). E{j
“Tocday, much of the okd Cify \Q} ate of cisrepair,
sullering from the I prassures of overcrowding,
disirtegrating | , structuraly unstable bulkdings
and] poor sani ol heafh conditions, The area housas
alm

2l

of 900 people per ha, The densification with the %ﬁ

resichents and is the destination for over
ity wiorkers. There ane approsimately 14,500

Q@%ﬁﬁ in the old city. About 50% of the houses are

owner oocupied and the average household size is

7.3 persons, Average annual househaold inocomes range
between 2,700 USD and 4,620 USD, Although not the
poorest in the city, the residents are of the lowest income
range in Aleppo with iliteracy rates of cose to 35% in
some sections. The edocation levels are low, particularhy
within the famale population. Today, the major challonge
for the old city is to improve the socioeconomic conditions
af the residents and users of the old city whike presenving
thex hisstearie: integrity of the urban fabric”.

Fasla Arous

\/‘%
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120 Rastorad houses n the Qid City falow) end 5o gampkes shown in the chapter msidontia ouildngs (or=nga)
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Restaurierung mit Hilfe des Housing Fund

Die meisten Wohnoebiude in der Attstact von Aleppo
sind traciitionole arabische Hofhduser, Wie in vislen
ancieren historischen Stidten bendtigh die Mehrheit
diesar Gebdude Instandhallung, Restauriens g undfoder
Modemisicrung. Im Allgemeinen ist dic Sanierung des
Bostands an Wohngebauden ain wichliger Boroich dos
Denkmalschutzes und der Stadientwicklung.

Sie verbessart die Lebensbedingungan, sis kann helfen,
Tendenzen der Abwanderung rickgangio zu machen
und sk kann zur Erhaltung der Wohnfunktion historischer
Wiertel betragen. Die Mehrhsit der Bewobner inverialenden
Altstachien sind meistens Familen mit gerngen Einkomimen,
Sie kinnen es sich nicht leisten, itve Hauser regelmabig
instand zu halten, der Wohnungsbestand verfalll

weiter und aine zunehmende Arzahl an Bewolhnem

ist gerwungen abeuwandem, Die Einrichtung eines
Wohnfonds kann die soziale Segregation, welche so

oft Stadt=anierungsprojekie begleitet, durch finanziele
Unterstitzung der Familien mit geringem Ehknmnm
mirgiem urned 5o die sorio-kuturelle Authentiz ~£-.
Wierlals erhalten,

Eine Untersuchung, ois 1993 dbar in Alppos
Allstadl durchgefibe worde, goigle, [as1 ein Drifled
des gesamien Beslands in solch eanem
schlochion baulich wiar, dal konstruktive

dringend nilig waren, um den
icken, und dai sogar Lebersgealabr Kir
bestand, In diesem Zusammenhang war
, &ine Umngebung zu schaffen,die es

e Bewohnem emmdglicht, zumindest die wichtigsten
Reparatur- und Instandhaltungsarbeiten zu unternehmen,
und sie zu ermutigen, in der Altstadt wohnen zu bleiban,
Weitere Abwanderung konme gestoppt werden.

Als Antwort auf den dringenden Handlungshedarf richlete
das Projekt 1994 ein Mikrokrecit- Programm &in (Housing
Fund), bei dem verschiedens Institutionen beteiligt waren:

+ Die Stadtvervaliung / Altstadtverwaliung veraaltet
das Programm, fuhnt Bewerbungsveriahren durch
und ist verantwortlich fiir die Abrechnung;
diie Stacttverwvaltung stelt auch die Grundinanziensy
von 7.800 Buro pro Jahr 2zur Verfigung;

= GIZ/BMZ leistote cinen finanzindien Boeitrag von
300,000 Euro ir die Arwencung des Syslemes,
sowie Fachkenntnisse und technische Beratung
fiir cfier Durchifiihrung des Programms und e dic

Ausbildung der Milarbeiter des Housing Fonds; $\:l

» DorVoroin der Frounco dor Alistact von sloppo e\
leistele ainan arslen linanellen Balrag in H
35000 Eure; %

= Offertiiche Banken sind verantwo

finanzielien Uberwsisungen. erha]ten
Darkehen und zahlen aten dber die Bank
2urlick

I:he Hau }E\r fur den Emergency Fund besteht

ie in der Altstactt in estremer Anmut leben,
h die Prirmé@ngruppen der Abwancerng waren,
blem, das als ein Hauptgrund fiir das schrithweise
Verschwinden des Wohncharakters der hislorizchen
Wierel wahroenommen wurde, Al Hauser innerhalb der
Altstacigrenzen waren berechtigt, durch den Emergency
Funed gedtraert zu werdkn, 1987 wurde ain sweiles
Kredilprogramm mit ainem grideren Volumen gegiindel,
urmn o5 Hausbesitzorn ader Miclerm zu ermiglichen,
komplsieriers Sanierungsarbeilen in Ansproch 2u
nehmen (Rehabilitation Fund), Antangs war der zwaite
Fond beschrankt auf Pilotgebiste des Projekts, fir die
detailerte Masterplane erarbeitel wordan waren [Action
Areas),

Im Jahr 2004 wurden beide Fonds in einen einzigen
JHousing Fund® zusammengefiihrt und sein Gebiet auf
dlie gesamte Altstactt ausgedehnt, Der Housing Fund
bietet den EigentUmern von Wohnbesitz in der Altstach
foloende Leistungen an:
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= Darlahen bis zu 150,000 SYP {3.000 USD) ohne Sanisrungsphasa, verbrailal wurda, 200 weilerse Filk
Gebiihren oder Zingen r solortige Reparatur- urd wurclen 2006 bearbaitel. Erfolgreich durchgelihre
Sanierungsarbeiten an inren Hausern Darlehensantrage sind von durchschnittlich S0 bis 70

« Subventionen von bis zu 25% eines Darlehans Fallen in den arsten Jahren auf fast 200 Falle im Jahr
kisnnen fir die Sanierung architeddonischer Blemente 2006 angestiegen. Dies spiegelt ein zunehmendes
vergeben wenden, die als von besonderem Offentlichen  Interesse und die Bareitschaft der Bewohner wider,

Interasse angesehen werden, ihre Hauser zu erhalten, aber auch eine beachtliche
Zunahme der Bearbeitungsefiizien: der Housing Fund-
Technische Unterstiitzung flir Baumatnahmen: Abteilung. In der Zwischenzeit ist der Immobilienmearkt
Die Urterstistzung besteht aus einer Kostenschatzung, deutlich dynamischer geworden und ungefdhr 1.000 \{
der Ingenieursheratung zu Konstrukfions- und Einheiten wurden instand gesetzt oder saniert, &\/
Sarierungstechniken mit Bick auf die Bavgesetze sowie  Der Fond hat sich vizrmial erneuert, O
cer Dbensachung der Bauarbeiten. Die technische 6

Unterstiitzung ist kostenios, Das Projekt hat das Bagesetz

an besondone kokale Bodingungen dor Allstadt angopassl, ?‘
50 dab ce Sanienungsarbeilen in tradiionellien Hausarm \)
angermosson durchgafiihn werden kannen. ?
ZusAlzich hal es spevielle Richllinen lr die Sanienung und \?\\/
Modemisierung in Ubersinstimmung mit inlemationalen O
Sanierungsstandards vorbereitel, Neben dem Kernteam 6@‘

cer Fondsatrteilung, ist ein Komitee (das technische “\

Komitea wird per Gemeindedekret gebildel) mit der O@

Vergabe von Sanerungsgenehmigungen befasst,

Das Komites ist in regeimibigen Sitzungen

fiir die Uberprifung der Antrige, dis Besti

Sachverhaften, die wihrend der Besichtigurigen gekdrt

werden missan, und fir die Bcder Ablehnung
ces Antrans. O

Ergebnisse "

Wialhres fisihrigen Phase seit seiner Einflibrung

sing Fund sich bereits mebr als vienmal

Qﬂmrl. Mach achl Jahren Ablaul des Programimes
O?‘ hat sine 2002 durchgefiihrie Unlersuchung schr

cdeullich gewaigl, dass eine (bervalligends Mehrheil von
Hausem (89%) immer noch zu Wohrnawecken genutet
wird, und damit grolteils zum Erhalt des Wohncharakiers
cer Altstach beitraat.
Wan 1934 bis 2006 haben insgesamt fast 800 Familien
viorm Housing Fund profiiert, auch wenn die Information
nur mindlich, vor allem in der anfanglichen

?
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Restoration with the Help of the Housing Fund

Most residential buildings in the Old City of Aleppo are
trachitional Arab courtvard houses. As in many other
historic cities, the majority of them need maintenance,
restoration and‘or modernization, In general, rehabiitating
the housing stock is an important element of urban
conservation and development, it improves Iving
conditions, can help reverse trends of emigration and
contrbute to preserving the residential function of | \-\‘i
neighborhoods, The majonty of resicents in :i*lm%
ol lowns ane wsually ow inoome Amilies be @L
better-off tend 1o move Aavay, unfortuna L%I‘mhn{;

lex social segregation. Since the i
cannal alford 1o mainlain thes
biasis, the: housing st

¥ larnilics

‘on a regular
inues 1o delerorats, and
cents are lorced 1o leave.
-valses plummet and privale seclor
agnate, keading to a down-ward cycle of
BCONDITy.

establishment of a housing fund can alkeviate the
social segregation that so often goes along with urban
rehabilitation by financially supporing kw-income
families, and thus presarving the district’s socio-cultural
authenticity.
A survey conducted on Old Aleppo households in 1993
showeet that approximately ane third of the total housing
stock was in such poor phwysical conditions that structural
repair was urgenthy needed to avoid collapse, and the
Fves of the msidents wene actually indanger,
Another 3055 wore sanply in necd of rpair and renovation.
The majorily of residents living in Ihese builcings
bielonged lo the poorer segment of Cld Aleppo's
inhabitanis; they wera hardly abla o alford the cosls
ol rapair and reqular maintenanca. Inlight of this, an
emiranment needed to ba established enabling residents
o undertake af least the most urgent repair and
mantenance works, and encouraging them to remain
in the Qld City. Further emigration neaeded 1o be halled
and the transformation of more courtvard houses into
wanehouses and storage areas for businesses stopped,

\/‘4
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In response to the urgent need for action, the project
established a micro-credit scheme (housing fund) in
1994 where different institutions have been invobwed:
+  The municipality / DOC manages the scheme,
processes apphcations, and is in charge of accounting;
the municipality also provides source-funding of
€ 7.500 per year,
* GTZ/BMEZ provided a financial input of € 300,000
for operating the system, as wall as expertise and
technical advice for operating the schame and
training for HF staff,
+ “Friends of the Old City of Aleppo' contributed wrlll6 O
inilial financil npats in he ordar of € d.ﬁ (0 C,‘.>
+ Pubikc banks are in charge of all fi
Chenls recaive loans and pay back rwslallmanls
'.ri.a the hank_ E;:a)s
rasarved] for lha most

C%- 1ha Man causss for 1r-e gracual disappearance
he residential character of the historical districts.

All houses within the Old City borders, inchuding the
butter zones were aigible for the ememency fund,

In 1997, a second credit scheme with a larger volume
was established to enable house cwners or tenants

o engage in mone sophisticated rehabilitation works

(' rehabilitation fund’ RF). Initialy this second fund was
fimited to the project’s pilot ameas for which detailed
master plans had been daboraled (Action Areas - AA),
Regulations for receiving a loan from the Bebabiitation
Fund were stricter bacause the amount of money
available was hagher han for loans issued via the
Ermergency Fund.

In 2004 both funds wers merged inlo one single 'Housing
Furdd' (HF) and its area edended 1o the entire Old City
while the EF was in high and the RF remaned nearly
uruged, This led to severe financial shortages in the EF,
showing down its performance and, in return, the spesd
of house renovation.
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REHABIMED M Ll lade L

Mew opportunities for using idie money from the RF
wene created by merging both funds. At the same

tirme application procedures and loan regulations were
simplified to increase the number of annual applications,
and 1o accelerate the general rehabilitation of the OCA
housing stock. Information Campaigns were organized
at ragular intenals. In 2004 leafiets wera distributed to
every househeld in cooperation with the national census,
The housing fund offers the folowing senices to residential
property owners in the Oid City:

* Loans up to SYP 150,000 (USD 3,000) wiumm\ﬁ

or interest for immediate repeir and I'I..sluratlok

on thair housas, C‘?
= Grants of up to 25% of a loan rm nr the

resloralion of archdecheral l are consicend
of special pubiBs inte

Techmical suppor for lion wiorks:
Support consi estimate, engineering acvice
an oo restoration techniques with regard

ulations, and supervision of construction
echrna] suppon is free of cost,

;'g E& project has adiusted the buikding code o the specific

local conditions of the Old City so thal restoration works
in traditional houses can be done appropriatehy.

In ackdition, it has prepared special guidelines for
restoration and modernization in accordance with
internationsl restoration stancards, Besides the cone team
from 1he fund section, a committee (Technical Committes
formed by amunicipal decres) is involved inthe issuance
of restoration permits. The committea is responsible for
chocking applications in rmegular meetings, identiing
issues thal need lo be clarified doing inspections, and
approving or mejecting applications.

The tollowing measures have bean taken to mninee oeses:

« A monitoring system within the Housing Fund's
administration follows-up on monthly instaliments
and unpaid obkgatons,

* Guarantors ane canefully selected (usually they are
public emplovees with a salary that is significanthy
higher than the monthly instaliment).

\/‘%
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Maore than 80% of due monthly installments are paid on
time. Most other clients usually foliow their obligations
upon reminders,

Achievements:

During the twelve-year period sines its inception the

Housing Fund has revolved more than four times.

A survey conducted in 2002, after 8 vears of operation,

indicates very clearly that an overwhelming majorty

of houses (80%) are still being used for residential \/%
purposes, thus largely contributing to mairtaining the $
resicdenitial character of he Old City. 6 O
Froam 1984 1o 20086 a tolal of almost 800 &l

berefited from the Housing Furd, even

was disseminated orally, especially i @g}

rebabilitation phase. Further a 1 have bean

camed oul inonder 1o nuntar ol beneliciaries.

ﬂﬂmaaimm omanmrrttoaoauing of

5,000 USD arg easing of the pamission conditions.
Ioan appications have rsen

af S0-70 casas in previous years to
200 cases. This reflects an increasing interast
willingness of residents to preserve their houses,
but also a considerable increase in operational effickency
of the housing funds unit. Today, the real estate markel
has become significantly more dynamic. Around 1,000
urits have been maintained or ehabiitated,

I the beqinning the reconds of each case wee documented
manually and coukd easity be lost, Obtaining the data was
difficutt and time-conswuming, and possbilities for anaheing
general information were limited, Later, the syslam for
dala collscling was digitalized wilh a geographical
informalion system GIS. The management of the funds
divides balween the lechnical management of the works
and the financial management of the lans faciiated by
having private finance institutions carry out the financial
management of the fund,

Arredte Gangler based on RERABMED
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REHABIMED

Masri House, Jdeideh Quarter
in the Old City of Aleppo

The two-story building is a medium size traditiphal house
composed of a courtyard surroundet! By rooms on two
levels. The rooms of the grourid flpor are marked by the
stone ornaments on heir ofenings al the upper part of
the courtyard's wall, The-building is distinguished by its
kishk at the-first floor
The bailding Wwas in a bad condition due to vacancy,
nipleot 'dnd lack of maintenance. Some of the walls were
hazardous and the kKishk® was in a critical structural
condition; in addition, all sanitary instaliations and rain outiets
were fixed on the inner facades without any consideration
of their compasition, openings and the architectural
significance of the building.
The date of rehabilitation was 2003 and the total cost of
rehabilitation was around 3,000 EUR. Due to the limited
financial support offered these works had 1o be carried
out according to a set of guideines approved by the DOC.
The building preserved its original external and internal
structure. The main interventions related o the kishk:
The reconstruction of the demolished parts, the repair
of dilapidated roofs and hazardous walls in addition
1o highlighting the significant architectural elements.
The interventions camied out were directed at rehabilitating
the exterior cutiook of the bulding disreganding the restoration
of significant architectural features of the building.
The rehabilitation of the building for housing consolidates
the residential use in the area and encourages the
netghborhood to camry out similar interventions.
REHABIMED
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123 Masr House bafore intervention 124 Masri House afler intervention

O

125 Kaspabh House bofore intervention
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REHABIMED

Kassab House, Sahet Bizeh Quarter
in the Old City of Aleppo

This traditional house (110 i) comprises & very small
and narrow courtyard surrounded by-four rooms.

A southemn room is opaned 16 the street and is used

as a shop. The building is simple in shape, but the
northern facade-Hias e main architectural elements.
The buildingwasin a bad physical condition with several
hazardols wooden ceilings and walls.

Thedate of rehabiitation was 2002 and the total cost of
rehabilitation was around 4,760 Euros. The rehabilitation
works were limited due to the small size of the building.
It preserved its original external structure except for the
addition of windows at the external facade; however, the
courtyard was considerably remodeled by a new stone
staircase to fit the new requirement of the residants.

The restoration works had to be carried out according
to a set of guidelines approved by the DOC. The main
building activities were related 1o structural, stone works,
wood works, paving and cleaning. The major interventions
consisted of the reconstruction of the dilapidated parts of
the building. Traditional building materials have been used
for restoration works. The success of the rehabilitation
works relates to the stabilization and the reconstruction
of the demolished part. Unfortunately the quality of

the implemented works was below average, but the
restoration insured inhabitants’ safety.

REHASIMED
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133 Akoura House bafore imervention

130 Akoura House aftepferenion

132 Akoura House atter intersantion

134 Akoura House after intenvention
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REHABIMED

Akoura House, Narthern Part
of the Old City of Aleppo

This medium size bulding (232 nr) i a tratitionad msidential
house, It comprises a courtyam] sumetnoed by five rooms
an its Three sidos. The buildiy was in a bad physical
concllion wilh several’barsardous wooden ceilings and
walls. Therwoorden kishi was in need of restoration due o
neglect and lack.of maintenance for an extensive penod.
The date of rehabilitation was 2000 and the total cost of
rehablitation was around 4,000 Euros, The restoration
works had 1o be camed cut according 1o a set of
guidelines approved by the DOC to insure a good
quality of implermentation and to preserve the significarnt
architectural features. The restoration works manky
related to structural works, stona works, plaster works
and paving. The main interventions wene camed out to
reconstruct the demclished parts of the building, repair
the dilapicated celings and hazardous walls in acdition to
the restoration of significant architectural elements.,

The suceess of ehabiitation works refors mainky to
stahilizing the buikding’s strecture and securing its onginal
exlerrel and inlermal struclure and salety for its msdents.
It had & positive impact on the adjiacent buikdings and
the neiphbourhond, The qualiy of the mplemented works
was up to standard excapt for the “restoration’ works of
the kashik, It dicd not respect the approved Guicdkslines or
the original structure of the kishik,

HEHABIED
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REHABIMED

Mawaldi House, Jbaileh Quarter
in the Old City of Aleppo

This traditional m‘plefum{lmnﬂomp’méamnm
a.:rwﬂadbymﬂsmﬂstrmesha&mem;sm
and located at the southerr Side of the courtyard.
Tmstan:asaslaad toithe nerthern and southern roofs,
Thabuich‘ngw&&hgbﬂdprryﬂcaimﬂmnmmme
dermistleﬂphﬂs
Thad&ﬂgfmlwﬂlﬂaﬁwasﬂﬂﬂmdihﬁlolﬂmd

rlalmntaimn was around 5,560 Eurgs, The rehabilitation
/" %\

\ works were limited due to the small size of the building.

The building praservad its original external and internal
structure. The restoration works had to ba carried out
according to a set of guidelines approved by the DOG to
insure a good quality of implementation and 10 presene
the significant architectural features of the building.

The major interventions related to structural, stonse
works, wood works, paving and cleaning and consisted
of the consolidation and reconstruction of the dilapidated
parts of the building as well as the restoration of the
staircases and the wooden calings. Tradktional bulding
materials have been used to prasarve the historic
gignificance of the building. As simple as the interventions
might appear, thay succassiully rovived the bullding by
giving it back ils oniginal shape, elements and appearance
facilitating it reintegration in the historic urban tissue

of Aleppa’s Old Gity and the quality of the end product
could be evaluated as very good.

REHABIMED

129



130

145 Daran Houss Belons inbisssnitdn

14600ahan House after interve




Lo A G oy G
_ﬁ;dgm;.,] #"1:1._'9_1&*__?3

147 Ground floar

(e e 12 ) Gl 5 s e 0o B e i
oA sl e el g gl Sld it 4 s g3 LAl iy

o8 Y]l g gl By (0 i (i g 3 g1 Gl

il gl i ey 3 juds g 3,08

i‘«.‘ip«‘-‘iﬁu,‘u—-ﬂ?“"ﬁ"du.\;‘,L"!,J«.u'-s-'u.nu;‘.i ,_."l.'l.-a.lr .J’S"

i"'u)jj'.-.':‘-‘?.’:‘m'.'t ,\_ﬂul,_?i)md

PR

a1 135 d‘_ud.-,\u_.,i...n. i ajjm_\_-;_l.ﬂ._p..m'ln_u}ﬂj
J.u.n'ﬁ'lqjal_h_ld.‘hJLul ‘-E.ﬁhrll.'-.a\.l.l.ﬂ
.Il._u!LJ_l_.nﬂJ).\.'Lq.l]_‘.#JJ.ll"_'h_lnLlﬂ: |;;_l_l_-x_-.!.'l T
-'.5_’ Mﬁmmwjﬂlﬁbhﬂjmuu'a,_p “flaia]
saall Jaliy eyl Qe JHA Ge LAl g s e A
Sl il (s y ] e il ol y andl g calally
vl s AN el ¥ o Bale] aandl ezl el y
#inlaily Jhes o3 0 Al okl o am s3la g g pedall
Ay ppall dgal 4l

da.b.u:n ;.u.u.._... ;l..z_u.-.;.h:_‘-l‘,a‘_ﬂ.u_-.J ad

JI-'_I-'L o ngl_l IPLAA
Aaliag

IJ_.Jl _'||
34,;1.4,,1«&;.‘.,;...;&, EPEL

REHABIMED

Dahan House, Aguabeh Quarter,
in the Old City of Aleppo

This bullding is a traditional small housg 150/).

It comprises a courtyard surmqmiadﬁy rooms al a higher
level than the courtyard's lgbdl."The first floor with two
litthe: rom'-srsammssad brva staircase. The house is
characterized by is! -:.ellmg s painted wooden beams,
The buildingwasin a very bad physical condition with
se_-.erai_hazadma wooden ceiings and walls.

The date of rehabilitation was 2003 and the total cost of
rehabilitation was around 4,000 Euros,

The rehahilitation works were limited due 1o the small size
of the building. The building preserved its onginal exdernal
and internal structure. The restoration works had o be
carried out according 1o a set of guidelines approved by
the DOC. The main building activities related to masonry
works, stone works, wood works, plaster workes and
painting, stabilizing the building's structure and securing
its residents. The rehabilitation works comprised of the
reconstruction of the deteriorated parts, the repair of the
dilapidated ceilings, plastenng rooms’ walls as well as
re-pointing and cleaning the stone fagades. Traditional
building materials have been used for restoration works.
Except for the concrate mixture used to point the facades,
the quality of the implemented works was acceptable
and appropriate.

REHABIED
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Jalloum Kindergarten, Jalloum Quarter
in the Old City of Aleppo

( 1.-""

This traditional courtyard house (193 mfis | Io;:at:gd in
the middle of a residential area, a 5ﬁpd§dtsr,amﬁ from
the Antioch gate. The first ﬂm‘ms‘kmtad on two
different levels, \ f
The building wasin ﬁq@a physical condition due
to VACANCYT r__:ag and lack of maintenance for an
extensiye period.
II[P% date of rehabilitation was 2001 and the total cost
‘ofrehabilitation was around 12,230 Euros paid by the
rehabilitation Project of the Oid City of Aleppo. Due to
the general lack of social senices in the old city of Alappo,
the project aimed at reusing a modest house as a
kindergarten to sarve the neads of the local community.
The rehabilitation of the building was mited to the least
interventions to accommodate the new function within
the limited allocated budget. The category of the building
parmits changes of the original structures.
The enlargement of the windows openings and the
addition of sanitary services wera appropriate to
accommaodate the new function. The main interventions
were carfied out to repair and stabilize the dilapidated
walls and ceiings, replace the floor covering of several
rooms and the addition of new sanitary senices.
The building maintained its original structure, architectural
features and woodworks. According to pravious social
sunvays the building provided the area with the most
requested sodial senvice and the rehabilitation was
successful at the social level.
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Marrash House, Farafra Quarter
in the Old City of Aleppo

This house is a traditional cld buildirg-[.?Bﬂ.rIﬂ'Mm a
courtyard with a big fountain and, Some planted trees.
The courtyard is surroundetd by rooms on two floors.
The entrance 1o ﬂmmaﬁﬁwnimaaslan siche.

The Liwan is bcated it the southem side of the building
ammﬂdmmm The northern side is composed
of two'slones with two separated basementsundemeath;

. o building is characterized by the omamental arches

“6f the northern facade and its loggia. The oniginal building
urderwent several previous modifications and renovations.
The latest interventions date back to 2002, they affected
the building due to the lack of knowledge about old
buildings.

The date of rehabilitation was 2007 and the total cost of
rehabilitation was financed by the investor. The project

is to renovate, restore and reuse the house as a four-star
hoted. The work comprised removing the inadequate
added alements 1o the bulding as well as adding new
sanilary senvices and the construction of a new reception
hall. Accordingly, the main interventions consisted of the
renawal of the drainage system and the electrical system.
Several failures occurred during implementation; however,
the averall rehabilitation result could be evaluated as
successiul,

REHABIMED
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IFEAD Office *Hammad House', Jalloum Quarter

in the Old City of Aleppo

The Harmmad house (585 n) oompm&ﬁhmﬂoors

a basement and cave. In addition itl‘iasan intermadiate
flocr with some small rooms, TThe. buuldlrhg‘s entrance
opens to an entrance hal :::cnmacled with some steps
to the basement anl:luﬁ 1o the main courtyard.
Thabaswm’tmmnsasm big room giving access
toa rmﬂﬂetirmchad cave, and at its northern side to
ae&vsmth tw levels, The Liwan is locatled in the
swthem part of the building and opens to the north,
Door and window openings are simple. All criginal
wiooden cupboards and wooden beams are presanved.
The building was in a good slate of preservation due to
the renowvation works that have been carmied out one
year prior 1o its rehabilitation. These works comprised
the replacerment of the roofs with reinforced concrete
slabs in addition to using tile to enable stepping on
these roofs, The rooms were also painted.

In general the house was in a good physical condition.
The date of rehabilitation was 2004 and the total cost
of rehabilitation was arcund 7.3,000 Euros with financial
support from the French Ministry of Forgign Affairs,

The project s for use of the house by the IFEAD as a
research centre that offers information as all as
acoommodation to researchens.

The majority of changes were carried out inside the
building space. The renovation and restoration works
mainly related to structural works, coating, sanitary,
ehectrical, matal work, woodwork, painting, and
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ar-conditioning . Accordingly, the main interventions
consisled of the lollowing: Some rooms were subdivided
or madified 10 accommeodate the required numbers of
bedrooms, bathrooms were added and the biggest
caves were deepened and connected to enable their
use for conferences and exhibiions. New stone
staircases were added or partly replaced to faclitate
the acoess 1o the different levels of the buikding,

Mew inleror and exterior openings wene added to
facilitate entrance to the bullding and the rooms in line
with the new lunclion of spaces. The metallic Canopy

abowe the Liwan's entranco was eplaoed by a
canopy and the melalic fenca’ of the projectin -
was replacod by a wooden construction 1o Y.

iftabion works were a 1otal success due to the
t of all the requirerment of the IFEAD in space
installations. Moneowver, the structural interentions
in the main caves and their connection transformed
these spaces from storage ooms to conference and
exchibition halls with the possibility of access from inside
or outsice the buikding, adding a significant floor area
equal to one third of the building's initial useful area.
The restoration of this house and its new use improved
the qusality of the neighboring area.
The: changge in use of Ihe house enlailed the transtormation
ol some spaces lo acoormmodale The eoguirement of
the menw furection. In general, the bulkding remained
withinits onginal plol boundary, keeping the layout and
geametry of the existing reoms.

REHABMELD
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